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EA Engineering, Science and Technology, Inc
ATTN: Ms. Tracy Eberhard,

15 Loveton Circle

Sparks, MD 21152

My name is Melissa Daston and T am the President of the West Laurel
Civic Association which represents 1,700 homes in both Prince George’s
and Montgomery counties. Our community abuts the Rocky Gorge
watershed and reservoir. The sudden decision of the Washington Suburban
Sanitary Commission (WSSC) to curtail access to horseback trails last year
came without warning, was based on no scientific evidence, and has had
unintended consequences for both West Laurel residents and WSSC. The
current consideration to further limit access to the watershed prior to
collection and analysis of scientific data is premature and directly impacts
West Laurel.

When the West Laurel Civic Association Executive Board met with senior
members of WSSC earlier this month, the manager of one of the
commercial stables located in West Laurel noted that after years of having
a waiting list at his establishment, he now has a 35% vacancy rate
primarily due to the actions of WSSC to close the horseback riding trails.
This same pattern of lost business has occurred in each of the commercial
stables. At the same time since ending trail riding, residents have reported
an increase of illegal motorbike usage along the watershed, campfires,
hikers with unleashed dogs, and swimmers in the reservoir. When these
“new” and illegal users are asked why they are in the area, they have
uniformly professed that they thought the ban on horseback riding meant
that they now had fiee access to these trails. The simple act of closing
riding trails has had an unintended consequence.

The small WSSC police force has long used the horseback riders as their
eyes and ears; at the same time, the WSSC environmental offices has also
counted on these loyal stewards to monitor activity, maintain the trails, and
report issues. In short, this group of users who are now precluded from
using the watershed can no longer serve as environmental stewards nor are
they able to assist WSSC in deterring users who have a deleterious impact.

Closing access to just one type of usage of the watershed, has also
impacted every homeowner in West Laurel. Conversations with multiple
realtors have underscored that the WSSC decision has contributed to the
devaluation of homes. As WSSC considers further restrictions and access
to the watershed to boaters, anglers, the iron-man competition, and WSSC
fall deer hunt, there is significant concern on further impacts to West
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