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than it's worth has a hidden agenda, it is NOT ok for county, state or
federal representatives to have hidden agendas. In fact, it is contrary to
good government. The communication of information is critically important
in a healthy democracy. This means that our representatives must be as
transparent as possible in their interactions with the public. My real fear
and the reason | am here today to speak to this assembly is that | believe
“something is rotten in Denmark.” While we are laying off teachers and
curtailing other services in Maryland, we are apparently paying EA
$225,000 to scope out a study that no one outside of the WSSC can see a
basis for. And neither EA nor WSSC is forthcoming in helping us to
understand the issues at hand. Instead, wild statements are made and
published in papers such as the Washington Post which people not
familiar with the watershed read and respond to with “Oh my goodness,
horses are pooping in our drinking water.” The groundless impression that
the WSSC is creating is SO wrong on so many levels, one might find it hard
to figure out where to start. | am honestly not sure the results of any study
the WSSC initiates on this issue will not be skewed to serve the WSSC's

own hidden agenda. | believe that when this is all said and done, obfes of
especially if Phase 1 of the study concludes that there is no basis Lt_ﬁls‘qhue,
proceed to Phase 2 of the study, the should Aoddts

take a serious look at the actions the WSSC has engaged in over the last
year and a half.



Presentation to EA Engineering, Science & Technology, Inc.
Patuxent Reservoir Stakeholders’ meeting
Laurel Boys and Girls Club
701 Montgomery St.
Laurel, MD 20707

June 18, 2012

Comments by Priscilla Huffman Representing TROT - Trail Riders of
Today (former President)

Thank you for this opportunity to present comments to the Patuxent
Reservoir stakeholders meeting.

My name is Priscilla Huffman and I live in Timonium, Maryland, located in
north Baltimore County. I am speaking tonight as a representative of Trail
Riders of Today, (TROT), a trail preservation equestrian group of more than
600 members located in Maryland and the surrounding areas. TROT is
fortunate to have members with extensive training in creating sustainable
non-eroding trails, as well as experienced volunteer park rangers for various
Maryland park systems and avid environmentalists.

Trail Riders of Today has a long history of working with the Washington
Suburban Sanitary Commission watershed patrol staff in providing
stewardship for the Rocky Gorge Reservoir trail system. Our relationships
were always cordial. WSSC designed much of the original trail system and
over the years, many work days were scheduled where both equestrians and
WSSC watershed patrol staff participated in providing maintenance for
various parts of the trail system.

TROT and other equestrians have respected and valued this relationship, and
have always been keenly aware of how fortunate we are to have access to
these magnificently beautiful trails. We have worked hard over the past 25+
years to ensure that the trail system was sustainable so that we could
continue to enjoy, along with other user groups, our “mini-wilderness” just
minutes from Interstate 95. WSSC honored the trail maintenance efforts of
one of our founding members with a plaque designating one of the trails as
the “Terry Ledley trail.”
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Terry Ledley’s Equestrian Trail

Honoring 20 years of Volunteer Service -1998-

This is a sign that greets you from my location of the WSSC property that surrounds Rocky
Gorge Reservoir in Laurel, MD. My name is Denise Raynor and | am the caregiver of the horses
in our neighborhood barn. This has been my job for the past 6 years. It has no bells or whistles.
It has horses and it had 40 miles of horseback riding trails. That's what drew me to this barn in
1996, 16 years ago. My business has suffered significant loss since WSSC made a change in our
use of the trails. When an interested horseback rider inquires about our barn and learns our
trails are those associated with WSSC, they are disappointed and say they are looking for a
location with use of trails for horseback riding.

Having the privilege and use of the riding trails means everything to me and my business.
Without them...| honestly have nothing. WSSC is not interested in me or my business at this
time. Butonce upon a time, | honestly believe they did. WSSC and Terry Ledley worked in
unison to protect and preserve the miles of trails between Supplee Boat ramp and Route 29.
She enlisted the help of the equestrian community to work with her in her efforts to comply
and respect what she was determined to make as her personal mission. She was the “team
leader” for the general riding population, encouraging us to always be vigilant with regards to
the trails or reservoir and to report any suspicious activity to the various contacts we had at
WSSC. In some cases, it might be an individual riding a dirt bike or someone who had started a
fire. We should be a great value and benefit to WSSC in the preservation of the Reservoir and
its surroundings by being visible eyes and ears on horseback. One can’t help but ask: “What
has changed within WSSC since the time Terry Ledley was honored by WSSC?” Nearly 14
additional years have passed and Terry and the riding community has continued to be a great
source of aid to the trails and surrounding area of Rocky Gorge Reservoir.

One final note, prior to September 11th, the trails and reservoir were patrolled by WSSC
employees on horseback.
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MARYLAND HORSE COUNCIL
P.O.BOX 233
LISBON, MD 21765

June 18,2012

Patuxent Watershed Study

c/o EA Engineering, Science and Technology
15 Loveton Circle

Sparks, MD 21152

To: Patuxent Study Team:

I am the Vice President of the Maryland Horse Council, which is the trade
association representing Maryland's equestrian farms, businesses, interest
associations and enthusiasts. Together, our membership represents over
30,000 Marylanders, many of whom live, own property and/or ride in the
Patuxent Watershed.

We are aware of the recent actions taken by the WSSC to restrict public
access to its watershed lands. We are very interested in your study and
welcome the opportunity to express our views on its scope and conduct, as
well as on the historic importance of the watershed to equestrian users - and,
we would argue, on the importance of equestrian users to the watershed.

Horse back riders and other recreational users have had access to these lands
for generations. They have in many cases taken on the role of volunteer
stewards of the land and water, and it can be said that their routine presence as
eyes and ears “on the ground” has contributed vastly to the security of the
water, the land and the public at large.

In this time when citizen confidence in government and public institutions is
at historic lows, it is imperative that the conduct of this study be transparent,
objective and grounded in observable fact and provable data. If adverse
impact by recreational users including horseback riders cannot be proven by
clear and verifiable facts, the recently imposed restrictions should not
continue.

Respectfully,
Jane Seigler



HOWARD COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF RECREATION & PPARKS
7120 Oakland Mills Road 8 Columbia, Maryland 21046 | 410-313-4640

John R. Byrd, Director FAX 410-313-1699
jbyrd@howardcountymd.gov TDD 410-313-2323

EA ENGINEERING
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

June 15, 2012

Patuxent Watershed Study BN 1R 72017
c/o EA Engineering, Science and Technology

15 Loveton Circle

Sparks, MD 21152

Subject: Comments on Watershed Study
Dear Research Team,

Thank you for providing an opportunity for us to comment about the future management of the Patuxent
Reservoirs Watershed.

When you look at a map of the Triadelphia and Rocky Gorge Reservoirs, it’s apparent that Howard County
borders the entire northern side of both reservoirs. In fact, the county line goes right down the middle of the
water. About 2,200 acres of the WSSC lands, and another 8,000 acres of water, are in Howard County. We are,
indeed, interested stakeholders-- and we like to think we’ve been good neighbors and good stewards in helping
to protect this shared resource.

It’s a significant piece of the County, and even more importantly, it comprises almost 10% of our “protected”
lands (those areas made up of parkland, open space, state parks and preserved farms). Over the years, the
WSSC land has provided many opportunities for outdoor recreation: boating, fishing, hiking, and horseback
riding. It has the advantage of being a long corridor that lends itself to linear activities—those that often cannot
be done in a smaller park setting. In fact, our planning process always considers opportunities to network
county parkland with WSSC properties to expand the overall greenway system.

We urge WSSC to continue providing recreational access to the trails in the watershed. We believe that the
system of monitoring users by requiring registration and daily or yearly passes has been successful in regulating
and protecting the quality of the water supply. To cut off future access to our natural areas would also diminish
our children’s and our grandchildren’s contact with the natural world. Please consider the valuable recreational
component of this watershed in your plans.

Director

Howard County Government, Ken Ulman County Executive www.howardcountymd.gov
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WSSC-EA 18 JUNE 2012 TESTIMONY

Donald E. Chamberlin
for the
Patuxent Watershed Protective Association (PWPA)

Good evening. My name is Donald Chamberlin, I’'m speaking on behalf of the Patuxent Watershed
Protective Assaciation, which was formed in 1997 to protect the Montgomery County portion of the
Patuxent Watershed. I'm also a long-time resident of Burtonsville and my property abuts the Rocky
Gorge WSSC land.

It is important 1o recognize that protecting the Patuxent Watershed affects not only the WS5C-owned
property, but must include all the watershed drainage lands — and in particular tributary streams, which
have a significant effect on water quality. The aquifer supplying Rocky Gorge —and 650,000 WSSC
customers — also supplies the wells of 90+ homes within the immediate area of PWPA concern.
Montgomery County has long protected these lands in several ways. M-NCPPC staff has recently
recommended decreasing the impervious allowance of affected Burtonsville-area lands from 10% tc 8%
to prevent runoff-induced pollutants and erosive siltation. RULE #1 is PROTECT THE WATERSHED.

That said, as to tonight's topic — best public uses of the watershed —the watershed should be open to
any and all non-polluting activities, to wit:

¢ Boating/canoeing/kayaking with manual or electric propulsion — no gas-powered motors.
e Fishing from designated shore areas and/or watercraft

e Picnicking in established areas with trash and sanitary facilities. Adjacent kids’ play areas are
nice too.

e Horseback riding on trails far enough from the water’s edge to minimize the risk of equine
pollution.

Three personal ohservations:

1. 40+ years ago before building our house in Burtonsville, we lived in an apartment in Laurel. On
Friday nights, my wife and | would pack a picnic supper and head to Scott’s Cove. It was a
welcome decompression from a hectic week in the office and urban density. Later on, our kids
greatly enjoyed the playground and lakeside wildlife there too. People need that sort of thing.
It's a pressure relief valve.

2. Horseback riders maintain their own trails. They also provide useful information regarding
firebreak maintenance issues. They're also quieter than dirt bike and ATV users = which,
although rare, do contribute to trail erosion problems.



3. Any development in greater watershed drainage areas must be restricted to very-low-density
usages, and commercial sewage lines prohibited. The 2011 WSSC Water Quality Report says
that WSSC has about 1700 pipe breaks a year. The risk of broken sewer lines is flatly not
acceptable in a critical water supply area. | have some relevant environmental research which |
can make available.

In my 40+ years of experience, public users of the Patuxent Watershed’s recreational opportunities are
good environmental custadians. They appreciate the psychological bounty, and they pose negligible
environmental risk. They adhere to the rule of “DON'T DO ANYTHING IN THE WATER YOU DON'T WANT

TO DRINK LATER.”

Thank You.






July 13, 2011
Dear WSSC Commissioners,

I am writing in response to WSSC’s recent decision to close the equestrian trails on the watershed. [
am a West Laurel resident and staff at West Laure] Stable, which adjoins the WSSC property. My
daughter and I have been riding on the trails for nearly 10 years now, and the activity has been an
important and cherished part of our lives. As with many equestrians, horseback riding is not just a
hobby for us, it is our passion - an avocation that brings great meaning to our lives and provides
immeasurable joy. Indeed, much of my life centers around the horses, the barn, and the trails. We
have developed real bonds with our horses, and riding is a large part of that relationship. For my
daughter and me, spending time with our horses and each other on the beautiful and serene bridle
trails has been an especially rewarding experience, one that we miss terribly now. Riding on the
dangerously sloped, rutted, and rocky access road provides little joy.

Just s0 you know, most of the riders who use those trails are middle-aged or older women who are,
for the most part, well-educated, employed, and responsible citizens who are quite protective of our
ecosystems, At home and at the barn, we tend to engage in “green” practices such as avoiding the
use of hazardous chemicals (notably lawn fertilizers), carefully disposing of waste, recycling and
composting whenever possible, and cleaning up after others who are not so respectful of the
environment. A number of us have participated in organized cleanups on the watershed and
elsewhere, and we routinely go out on our own to pick up trash in the woods and along the water’s
edge.

I am also concerned about the current requirement to stay on the access road, for several reasons.
First, most of the road consists of steep hills which are badly eroded, and 1 worry that riding on
these areas will only exacerbate the erosion problem, causing more sediment to flow into the
reservoir. Also, these areas are quite rocky and badly rutted, making it dangerous for both the horses
and riders. Some stretches are so dangerous-as to be unusable. In.fact, the stretch leading west from
the Burton’s Lane entrance has had a large sign stating that the road is closed for several years now.
Another section is completely washed out. Apparently, WSSC staff has built a trail that is intended
to be a detour around the washout. But other riders tell me that it, too, is dangerous and leads only
into a stream, where it abruptly ends. In stark contrast to the access road, the bridle trail is an
environmentally sound riding venue that shows little if any signs of erosion.

Also, by relegating us to the access road, we are limited in our ability to be the “eyes and ears” of
the watershed who, over the years, have reported such hazards as unauthorized motor vehicles,
people camping, kids swimming, and even people starting fires. In addition, I have asked a number
of hikers and fishermen to put out cigarettes, tracked down the parents of boys riding motorcycles
and ATVs on the trails, and informed many hikers and bikers about WSSC rules forbidding such
activities on the watershed. Another rider discovered and reported a huge sediment problem
associated with a SHA project, an action the MDE credited with keeping 10,000 cubic yards or
more of sediment from flowing into the reservoir. Thus, it seems that the horseback riders and
WSSC already have a rather informal, ‘de facto® partnership in stewardship of the watershed. In
addition to reporting dangerous and illicit activities, we have spent innumerable hours maintaining
the trails and keeping the access road clear for WSSC vehicles. For example, during the heavy
snows of the winter of 2009-2010, three large pine trees on WSSC property came down behind our






WSSC Rocky Gorge Trails Testimony -
Dr. Denis Webb
June 18, 2012

My name is Denis Webb and I am a resident of West Laurel, Maryland and a member of the West Laurel
Civic Association(WLCA). WLCA filed an MPIA request to WSSC asking to "review all data, studies and
other technical materials underlying changes in WSSC's regulations to 1) ban riding on the equestrian trail
and move equestrian use to the access road and 2) prohibit use of the Patuxent Reservoir's watershed by
equestrians and other users between November 15 and April 1 each year." To minimize the effort required
to find relevant documents, WSSC asked that WL.CA search through documents provided to an individual
on a previous broad MPIA request and identify documents relevant to the narrower WLCA request. [ was
one of two individuals selected to review the documents provided, and identify those that were most
relevant to the WLCA request.

The other reviewer, Patty Sobel, and 1 found that most documents provided little or no information
pertaining to WSSC's decision to implement the changes in equestrian usage, but there was one we felt was
highly relevant. This document presented calculations made by the now defunct Environmental Advisory
Committee (EAC) to the WSSC as to damage to the Reservoir caused by the equestrians, as well as a
WSSC critique of these calculations.

Using simple geometrical arguments and numbers for total sediment provided by WSSC, the EAC
calculation concludes that less than .01 % of the sediment in the reservoir is caused by erosion from the
cquestrian trails and the trails would have to be eroded by over 10 feet along its entire length to produce
cven | % of the reservoir's sediment. The WSSC response indicated that several of the assumptions in this
calculation were erroneous but my recollection of their corrections (in the end WSSC refused to copy these
documents for us because of a dispute over a previous MPIA request) was that even if all WSSC's revised
assumptions were correct, the overall conclusion would remain unchanged, with still much less than 0.1%
of the sediment resulting from equestrian use of the trail. The EAC also calculated that the horses
contribution to phosphorus levels in the reservoir was inconsequential, contributing less than 1/100,000 of
the total phosphorus in the Reservoir. Furthermore, deer residing in the Reservoir buffer zone contribute
several thousand times more animal waste than the horses: There are also significant other sources of waste
from geese, dogs, leaky septics, ete.... Again WSSC disputed some of the EAC assumptions but even if
correct this did not change EAC's basic conclusion, namely horses on the equestrian trail result in a
negligible degradation of the Reservoir compared to other sources.

The other part of the WLCA request relates to the closing of the trails in the winter months because they
are the wettest months of the year. In fact WSSC's own data suggests that on average these are the driest
months of the year. Furthermore, this point is somewhat irrelevant, since riders are told never to ride on the
trails when the trails are wet. In my experience the vast majority of riders comply with this request.

Bottom line: we found nothing in the WSSC documents we reviewed to Justify the WSSC changes in
equestrian use of the trails.






and logged more than 80 hours on the reservoir despite the newly
truncated season and the requirement to be off the water by sunset.

In these 25 years on Rocky Gorge | have never witnessed an act of
vandalism, never experienced a crime of any kind, come upon another
paddler that needed assistance and | find there is little evidence of
littering: in the water, along the shore or at the put-ins. In fact, | am
unaware of any paddler or boater requiring Search and Rescue
assistance in the 25 years | have paddled on the Gorge. In my opinion
there is no imminent safety issue that is cause for concern by WSSC for
paddlers, fishermen or others using the watershed.

What | have witnessed is the indescribable natural beauty of the Gorge
in all seasons and conditions.

In my opinion, current use of the reservoirs by the public under the
existing WSSC regulations is not an issue; any threats to the watershed
lie outside the watershed. As a matter of fact, recreational users of the
Gorge are likely more aware of where our drinking water comes from,
the threats to the integrity of the watershed and are just as concerned
about water quality as is the WSSC.

| have no training in water quality management, but it is my subjective
assessment that the quality of the water in Rocky Gorge reservoir has
actually improved over the last 25 years despite the growing threat that
comes from more roads, higher traffic volumes and the increased land
development for housing and commercial use surrounding the
watershed.

What nature provides is scale and context; a means to self-reflection
and discovery. It provides silence and solitude — an exceedingly rare
commodity in this metropolitan area. The Patuxent Watershed is an
“urban wilderness” in the midst of a teeming mass of people. It is a



natural “gem” that is the “crown jewel” of a local wild setting for folks
like me — canoeists, kayakers, fishermen, equestrians, boaters, nature
enthusiasts, and families - who just want to spend some quiet time
enjoying nature at its best.

As the famous naturalist John Muir once said; “Everybody needs beauty
as well as bread, places to play in and pray in, where nature may heal
and give strength to body and soul.”

| urge the WSSC to embrace multiple-use stewardship of the
Triadelphia and Rocky Gorge Watershed because it is consistent with
the maintenance of water quality and, at-the-same-time, providing the
public an opportunity to enjoy a natural setting now and for future
generations.
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Thank you for the opportunity to speak at this meeting. | am James Robinson, VicePresident of
..the Potomac-Patuxent Chapter of Trout Unlimited. We want to thank WSSC for providing our

membership, as well as many other recreational fishemen & women, with access to the

Triadelphia & Rocky Gorge Reservoirs. In addition to the lake fishing opportunities, we want to

bring to your attention some of the other activites that we are invoived within the Patuxent River

watershed:

1)

3)

4)

To increase fishing opportunities, we assist Maryland Department of Natural Resources
to stock trout in the upper Patuxent Riverbetween Route 27 & Route 97 and below
Brighton Dam;

Use the reservoirs & watershed to create fishing opportunities for soldiers in the recovery
battalion who participate in Project Healing Waters at Fort Meade and we have started
discussions with PHW National leaders to create accessible fishing areas for soldiers
with mobility impairments;

Release Rainbow Trout into the Patuxent River that grown by elementary, middle and
high school students who participate in the Trout in the Classroom program.We receive
permits to do this from DNR and several releaseshave occurred at the Brighton Dam
Recreational Area.

Work singly and with other conservation minded organizations to improve the habitat for
Trout in the watershed.

We want to continue to work cooperatively with WSSC, in particular to improve the water

temperatures below Brighton Dam for the trout population in this DNR Special Regulation Area

for fly fishing only, catch & release only. Based on preliminary estimates, we have begun to seek

ways to fund repairs to the lower gates (Im not sure that this is the proper term) that will allow

cooler water to be discharged year around to keep the water temperatue below the

temperatures necessary survival of the trout in thetail water below Triadelphia reservoir.

JamesNRobinsori»S}'} | / /4' :
240-396-3922 , (LUNL~ [N\ Hipor—

jrobinson@fm.umdjedu

Conserving the Coldwater Resources of the Patuxent and Anacostia Watersheds of Maryland
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obtained from MNCPPC and Maryland DNR. Contractors construct trails and
supervise volunteers. It is an 80%/20% grant, where the recipient usually
supplies their 20% through staff and volunteer hours. Organizations may

apply every year.

Patrols and Rescues: Times are changing. Regularly throughout the US riders
are asked to volunteer to be trained for rescue and patrol. It's not unusual to
see on the news Riders looking for a lost child or adult. Last year Howard Co.
Police Dept. Volunteer Mounted Police Unit advertised Seeking Experienced
Riders to train to patrol their parks. Not to confront but to observe and report
a problem or help in a rescue. Several of our riders are trained for this and
offer their help on the Watershed.

Free Service: During the interim of the broader watershed study. Or perhaps
to work along with to EA Engineering, Science & Technology group. We would
like to again offer free and expert trail assessment and plans for re-routing, if
necessary, by Prince George's County's environmental experts from their Soil
Conservations District office. These individuals, Steve Darcey and Eileen
Beard, are certified trail masters, very committed to environmental land use,
and entrusted by the county to prepare nutrient management plans and
perform environmental assessments of horse farms. They have offered to
come out to assess WSSC's equestrian trail and access roads in both Prince
George's and Montgomery Counties, determining where riding is -- or is not --
environmentally harmful, and how the preferred route can be improved.
Page 2 Regarding: The T. Howard Duckett and Triadelphia Reservoirs
changes.

June 18, 2012 meeting with to EA Engineering, Science & Technology group

My children are 5* generation Poole’s to ride these trails which have changed

very little in all these years. Great Grandpa Poole sold his land at the end of
Kruhm Road to the WSSC. So I would say we would certainly be aware if the
original bridle trails were changing, but in fact have remained pretty much the
same. Whereas the deer population and the impact they have is a serious ever
changing problem.



Petition on-line and hard copies in 2011 we had 500+ total. So far this year
we are over 600. As well as so many letters we lost count. Letters that have
been sent to WSSC, Delegates, elected officials, and media asking for help
resolving this issue that is so dear to our hearts. [ mean seriously we all know
how hard it is to get someone/anyone to write or sign anything. It truly is
amazing.

Why do we care? 2010 Maryland Equine Census Baltimore, Montgomery
Counties Lead Inventory, Value and Acreage

ANNAPOLIS, MD (Feb. 8, 2011) -

County-level data collected from Maryland's 2010 Equine Census reveals

indus ith assets valued a 6 billion and e itures just
under $513 million. There are approximately 79,100 equine animals in

Maryland that are located in over 16,040 locations around the state. The
two largest equine counties are Baltimore, Montgomery and Frederick at
8,950, 7,900 and 7,850 head respectively. Equine operations account for
a total of 587,000 acres of which 188,000 acres are devoted to equine
and 88,000 acres are enrolled in land preservation programs.

“These data show the significant value and size of the equine industry in
Maryland and serve as confirmation of the economic importance of this viable
industry to the State,” said Governor Martin 0'Malley. “We are committed to
fostering Maryland’s equine industry and doing all we can to protect the
thousands of jobs that depend on our rich history of horse racing and
recreational riding.”

“Governor O’Malley has taken a keen interest in Maryland’s equine industry
and this census validates its vibrant economic and cultural importance,” said
Jim Steele, chair, Maryland Horse Industry Board and manager of Shamrock
Farm in Woodbine. “The numbers reflect what we expected to see based on
the current economic climate. The data show the importance of the industry
as a whole from race horses to the pleasure-riding segment.”

“The results of the 2010 Maryland Equine Census help illustrate growing
trends throughout industry, both at the County and State-level

To learn more about the board and its activities including its grant program,
visit www.marylandhorseindustry.org. For more information about the USDA
National Agricultural Statistics Service Maryland Field Office or the Maryland
Department of Agriculture, visit www.mda.state.md.us.



In closing; I clearly recognize that it would be perceived that in this matter
WSSC, Equestrians, recreational users and the Stakeholders would have very
different interests and objectives. I also agree, our obligation and highest
priority is the preservation of the watershed in order to protect drinking
water today and for the future. But I see no reason why we can’t work
together to compromise on these issues so we can save and make available
this resource for future generations to enjoy. Companies can amend rulings,

[ am so grateful for your time, thank you very much, Debby Poole

Companies can amend rulings. Look at the Bank of America I think they

just reversed a decision about charging extra on checking because of one
lady protesting.
http: //www.cbsnews.com/8301-500202 162-20128896/the-woman-

behind-the-bank-of-america-fee-protest/


















