
Salt Summit 2024
Salt Outreach Workgroup Updates

January 23, 2024



Regional Collaboration
Salt Awareness 
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Salt Outreach Workgroup

• Members come from NGOs, government agencies, and regional organizations

• Coordinating messaging across the region since 2021

• Sharing resources, amplifying voices, learning best practices
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Salt Outreach Workgroup

• Working together on improving websites and social media posts

• Sharing activities and events from other organizations

• Conducted surveys with the public for most impactful Salt Wise messaging

• Used findings to develop radio spot
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Interstate Commission on the Potomac 
River Basin

• Worked with MDE on Enhanced Winter 
Maintenance Training Manual

• Walk in the Woods: Let's be Smart About 
Winter Salt

• Social media posts

• Plans for 2024: Create a Salt Hub for the 
public to learn about smart salting practices
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Northern Virginia Regional Commission

• New fact sheets for residents and 
property managers around snow and ice 
management (translated into 7 
languages!)

• Radio advertisements over WAMU (88.5 
FM) before and after winter storm 
events

• Through the Northern Virginia Clean 
Water Partners:
o Paid media ads and posts on social media 

about smart salting (FB, Twitter/X, 
Instagram)

o New TV ad with salt messaging

o Information and other resources on 
onlyrain.org



Mindful Salting
Using the right amount of salt 

to melt snow and ice for keeping 
the community safe and water clean

M

G u i d i ng  Pr i n c i p le s
▪ C r i t i c a l  t o  Pu bl i c S afe t y
▪ To o  M u c h  o f  a  G o o d  T h i n g

▪ T i m e l y  & A c c u ra te





Developed Website: MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/salt

Created 1-2-3 Be Salt-Wise campaign

2019-Present - Residential focus

 - Bilingual Tip Cards

 - Social Media campaign package

 - Digital sign boards in all County buildings

 - E-newsletters, Press Events, Videos, PSA

 - Grants to Nonprofits – IWLA Salt Watch Program

2022-23 - Employee focus (no winter weather – repeat for 2024)

Now-Future -Property Managers & Private Contractors

- Promote MDE Training

- Tailor Messaging
R

    Montgomery County Campaign

http://www.montgomerycountyMD.gov/salt
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WSSC Water Activities 

• Saltwise Media Event
o Partnership w/ Montgomery County DEP, DOT, County 

Executive

o January 4, 2024

o Media coverage

• FOX 5

• NBC 4

• WUSA 9

• DC NewsNow

• WTOP

• MoCo360

• Social Media Messaging
o Throughout winter season

o Ahead of any winter weather event

• Dedicated saltwise webpage: WSSCWater.com/saltwise
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Salt Watch

• Paint the Plow event with 13 high 
schools, scout troops, and partner 
organizations in MoCo

• Tabled at 5 farmers market locations 
throughout the year and at events like 
Gaithersburg Oktoberfest

• Tabled at STEM and STE3AM events

• Presented at various conferences 
(NAAEE, NALMS,  Alliance for the 
Chesapeake's Forum, etc.)

• Hosted Smart Salt Certification 
trainings for road salt applicators in 
Gaithersburg and MoCo



Metropolitan Washington Council 
of Governments (COG)

o Designed “salty 
run-off” graphics 
to show the flow 
of runoff from 
sidewalks to 
waterways.

o WAMU radio ads 
and banner ads

o Updated Salt 
Smart website:
www.mwcog.org/
saltsmart

http://www.mwcog.org/saltsmart
http://www.mwcog.org/saltsmart


Howard County Activities

o Giveaways: salt mugs and ice scrapers with “Salt 
Smart”

o Pledge for residents to reduce salt usage

o Salt training for a staff member thru MDE

o New salt webpage

o Matte story for HOA newsletters

o Social posts and tabling events

o Exploring partnership with locally-owned hardware 
stores for point-of-sale consumer education



Sustainability Department of the 
City of Frederick, Maryland

• Program in infancy

• Smart Salt / Winter Pollution 

Prevention sessions with staff

• Social media posts

• Markings on street sweeper trucks

• Public outreach
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Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE)
• Worked with ICPRB on Enhanced Winter Maintenance Training Manual

• Launched pilot course with UMD EFC and CBLP

o Smart Salting: Enhanced Winter Maintenance Training Series

• Creating Seasonal Worker Training Video with

  UMD Extension

• Promoting winter salt content on MDE social media

• Outreach to General Public

• 2024 Plans

o Expanding training series

o MDE winter salt webpage update



Resources 

https://www.saltwatch.org

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/319NonPointSource/Pages/411-on-Salt.aspx

https://www.wsscwater.com/saltwise

N

www.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/salt

https://www.mwcog.org/saltsmart

https://www.iwla.org/water/stream-monitoring/salt-watch
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/319NonPointSource/Pages/411-on-Salt.aspx
https://www.wsscwater.com/saltwise
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/salt
http://www.mwcog.org/saltsmart


Questions?
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