
DMV Salt Outreach Workgroup
Collaboration and Connection

WSSC Salt Summit
January 22, 2025

Renee Bourassa, Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin
Abby Hileman, Izaak Walton League of America



DMV Salt Outreach Workgroup

• Members come from community-based organizations, government agencies, 
and regional organizations

• Coordinating messaging across the region since 2021

• Sharing resources, amplifying voices, learning best practices



DMV Salt Outreach Workgroup

• Working together on improving websites and social media posts

• Sharing activities and events from other organizations

• Conducted surveys with the public for most impactful Salt Wise messaging

• Used findings to develop radio spot
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WSSC Water 

Partnered with Montgomery 
County's Salt Wise campaign

Social media messaging throughout 
winter season & ahead of any 
winter weather event

Dedicated salt wise webpage: 
WSSCWater.com/saltwise



Winter Salt Outreach
• Hosted its second Drinking Water Summit at the Griffith 

Treatment Plant and updated elected officials on winter salt 
initiatives and source water protection.

• Provided funds via Fairfax Water’s Stakeholder Outreach 
Grant Program to local organizations to support educating 
residents on winter salt use and source water protection.

• Participated in the Occoquan Watershed Monitoring 
Laboratory's research, which had a social science 
component to explore how to best communicate with the 
public on this topic. 

• Continued winter salt outreach to Fairfax Water customers 
of all ages through its annual water quality report, website, 
social media, newsletters, and in person events. 

• And as always, the Water Ninjas are on the case!

See our Winter Warriors comic book here: 
fairfaxwater.org/comics 

https://www.fairfaxwater.org/comics


Gaithersburg- Environmental Services



Municipal Actions- Salt Prevention 
• 220 Lane Miles
•65 Staff

•35 vehicles

•Post Storm Monitoring

•Street Sweeping

• Training through Izaak Walton Salt Watch
• Snow Rodeo Practice

• Virtual Training with Sister Cities (Rockville and Takoma 

Park)

• Pre-Treatment with Brine Layer
• Yearly Calibration of Tailgate Spreaders

• Utilize State of MD Pavement Sensors

• 600 Tons of Salt Used since Jan 5th 2025



Storage/Disposal

• All Loaded Trucks stored under Cover

• All Snow equipment Washed and 

Cleaned Indoors

• Salt Drop off Program- Free of Charge

• Salt Barn and Good Housekeeping

• Emergency Response Preparedness



2024

● Expanded applicator training & certification program

● Updated winter salt web pages
○ Statewide salt reduction strategies

○ Applicators

○ Stormwater permit managers

○ At home

○ Business and property managers

● Social media, salt boxes, and more!



    Montgomery County Salt Wise Campaign



     Social media package design for residential awareness during winter weather events



Post updates, videos and news events in County e-newsletters as winter weather occurs. 



Howard County Activities

• Giveaways: salt mugs and ice scrapers with “Salt Smart”

• Pledge for residents to reduce salt usage 

• Salt Webpage:

• What Highways is doing to reduce salt use

• How residents can help highways do their job 
better

• How residents can help protect water quality 

• Showcasing MDE outreach materials

• Salt Matte stories for HOA newsletters 

• Social posts

• Tabling events 





Sustainability Department of the City 
of Frederick, Maryland

• Program in infancy

• Smart Salt / Winter Pollution 

Prevention sessions with staff

• Social media posts

• Markings on street sweeper trucks

• Paint the Plow Program



Chesapeake Conservation Landscaping 
Council (CCLC) 

•Developed and refined Smart Salting: Enhanced Winter 

Maintenance Training Series, with UMD EFC and  MDE

•Promoting winter salt content on CCLC Social Media

•Participating in Winter Salt Awareness Week

•Outreach to Landscape Contractors, Local Governments, 

schools, and communities 
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Northern Virginia Regional Commission

● Monthly Northern Virginia SaMS coordination 

meetings to promote collaboration on salt 

management planning

● In 2024, developed resource sheet for HOAs to 

assist with planning for contracts, salt policies, 

and other topics for communities

● Radio advertisements over WAMU (88.5 FM) 

before and after winter storm events

● Through the Northern Virginia Clean Water 

Partners:

o Paid media ads and posts on social media 

about smart salting (FB, Twitter/X, 

Instagram)

o Information and other resources on 

onlyrain.org



Interstate Commission on the 
Potomac River Basin

Social media posts

Walk in the Woods: Let's be Smart About Winter Salt

Salt Box project with MDE and IWLA

Working with the Potomac River Basin Drinking 
Water Source Protection Partnership:

Interactive map on monitoring locations

Website with more technical information

Winter Salt Smart StoryMap
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Winter Salt Smart StoryMap 
www.potomacriver.org/salt 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2fcf6517e266414a9c5186f84ce73c31
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Izaak Walton League of America: Salt Watch

• Hosted Smart Salt Certification trainings for 
road salt applicators in Gaithersburg and 
MoCo

• Faith-based outreach (new toolkit!)

• Winter Salt Awareness Week

• MCPS Teacher Outreach

• Tabling: Farmers markets & events like 
Gburg Oktoberfest, Gburg Active Aging 
Expo, MoCo Greenfest, & AstraZeneca 
Sustainability Showcase

• Salt pile covering bill

• Upcoming: Rockville outreach, Gaithersburg 
survey
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In the beginning...











The benefits of odd couples

• New ideas
• New people
• New audiences
• More resources
• And...

One Voice













Looking Ahead

• Continue to meet regularly

• Encourage and support work 
of partners

• Promote smart salting 
practices

• Reach new audiences

• Add more regional members 
to the workgroup





Regional Activities



Questions? 
Renee Bourassa (rbourassa@icprb.org)
Abby Hileman (ahileman@iwla.org)

www.wsscwater.com/saltwise

www.MontgomeryCountyMD.gov/salt

www.mwcog.org/saltsmart

www.onlyrain.org/winter-weather

www.bit.ly/4jdHkty

www.cleanwaterhoward.com

www.saltwatch.org
www.bit.ly/4acMZMm

www.potomacriver.org/saltwww.bit.ly/MDEsaltsmart

https://www.fairfaxwater.org/winter-salt

https://www.chesapeakelandscape.org/
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