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PURPOSE

In accordance with Title 20, Subtitle 3 of the Public Utilities Article, Md. Code Ann., the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission ("WSSC") Small Local Business Enterprise
("SLBE") Program is intended to assist small businesses located in Montgomery County and
Prince George's County, Maryland by establishing a Sheltered Market and/or subcontracting
or other appropriate preferences in connection with the award of Construction, Architectural
and Engineering ("A&E"), Goods and Services and Professional Services contracts by
WSSC. The Program was established in 2001 by the Commission with intent to provide
additional race- and gender-neutral remedies for the Commission to use in its efforts to
ensure that all segments of its local business community have a reasonable and significant
opportunity to participate in WSSC contracts.

This Program is, in part, intended to further WSSC's compelling interest in avoiding either
active or passive participation in private sector marketplace discrimination, and in promoting
equal opportunity for all segments of the contracting community to participate in WSSC
contracts.

Specialized terms1 used in this Standard Procedure ("SP") are defined in Section III., infra.

STATEMENT OF POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES

A. POLICIES

1. The procedures in this SP implement WSSC's policy of encouraging greater
availability, capacity development, and contract participation by SLBE's in
Commission contracts. This policy is intended to promote equal opportunity for
all segments of the contracting community to participate in WSSC contracts.

2. Consistent with Section 20-304(d) of the Public Utilities Article, the Commission will
review the eligibility criteria and administrative procedures of the Program each
year to assess their effectiveness in furthering the purposes of the Program.

3. The Commission shall take all necessary, reasonable, and legal action to prevent
discrimination, and to ensure that all businesses (including local business
enterprises ("LBEs") and small business enterprises ("SBEs") are afforded the
maximum practicable opportunity to participate in the Commission's contracting
process.

The Maryland Annotated Code and COMAR provisions cited herein are available at www.wsscwater.com.
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4. Consistent with Section 19-101 et seq. of the State Finance & Procurement Article,
Md. Code Ann., the Commission will not enter into a contract with any business
entity that has discriminated in the solicitation, selection or treatment of
subcontractors, suppliers, vendors or commercial customers on the basis of race,
color, religion, ancestry or national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual
orientation or on the basis of disability or any otherwise unlawful use of
characteristics regarding the vendor's, supplier's, or commercial customer's
employees or owners.

5. The SLMBE Office shall have primary oversight responsibility with the full support
and cooperation of all other WSSC offices in administering and ensuring
compliance with all policies and procedures established herein.

B. OBJECTIVES

To meet the objectives of the SLBE Program, the WSSC is committed to, at a
minimum:

1. Increasing the participation of SLBEs in WSSC contracting, and to the extent
possible, eliminate through race- and-gender neutral means any disparities in
the participation of minority business enterprises or women business enterprises
on WSSC contracts;

2. Periodically evaluating the progress of the SLBE Program in meeting its
objectives using accumulated availability and utilization data;

3. Providing accountability and accuracy in setting requirements and in reporting
program results utilizing web-based compliance systems and/or other related
systems (i.e., CBR and SymTrac™ or any successor web-based compliance
systems) capable of identifying the universe of firms that are ready, willing and
able and interested in bidding on and/or performing on WSSC contracts;

4. Providing a means of tracking actual WSSC bids, contract awards, and Prime
contract and subcontract payments to registered Bidders on the basis of firm
ownership status, commodity or sub-industry codes, firm location and firm size.
Accordingly, Prime Contractors and Subcontractors will be required to register
and input data into WSSC's web-based compliance system and/or other related
systems as one of the conditions of engaging in business with the WSSC; and

5. At a minimum, the SLMBE Office shall:

(a) Oversee and implement this SP;

(b) Report to WSSC and the public on at least an annual basis as to the WSSC's
progress towards satisfying SLBE Program objectives;

(c) Recommend and/or grant SLBE Program waivers, improvements and
adjustments to the Commission goal-setting and other SLBE Program
functions;










































