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 P R O C E E D I N G S 1 

MS. SMET:  We’re just after 7 o’clock, so I’d  2 

like to go ahead and get started and keep us on tim e and on 3 

track.  I think we’ve added some chairs, so hopeful ly 4 

everyone here has a seat and we’ll keep an eye on t hat as 5 

additional folks come in.  Again, my name is Jody S met 6 

(phonetic sp.), I’m with EA Engineering Science and  7 

Technology.  And my role here tonight is meeting ma nager.  8 

So I’m kind of keeper of the agenda, keep us on tra ck as far 9 

as time, those sorts of things, call up speakers, t hose 10 

kinds of things.  So if you need anything, please l et me 11 

know.  12 

  We’d like to welcome here to the Boys and Girls 13 

Club, I apologize for the last minute location chan ge, but 14 

we had a number of folks who wanted to speak and we  wanted 15 

to accommodate all those folks.  So we appreciate y our 16 

patience.  The move at the last minute was not idea l, but 17 

necessary.  So it looks like you found us and we’re  happy 18 

that you’re here.   19 

  Just as far as logistics, as you came in the 20 

ladies room is down the hall this way and the mens room is 21 

down the hall that way.  We don’t plan any breaks f or the 22 

next two hours, so please just come and go as you n eed to.   23 

  Let me go back.  All right, we’re here tonight to  24 

discuss the Patuxent Reservoir Watershed Protection  Study.  25 
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As I mentioned, I’m with EA Engineering Science and  1 

Technology and we are working on behalf of WSSC to conduct 2 

the study.  We are cooperating with Chesapeake Envi ronmental 3 

Management, Inc., to conduct the work.   4 

  A little bit about the company.  We don’t want to  5 

bore you here, but we want you to know who we are.  We’re a 6 

Maryland based environmental consulting firm, that was 7 

founded in 1973.  We are headquartered in Hunt Vall ey, 8 

Maryland.  We have 21 offices in 13 states and abou t 450 9 

employees right now.  Tonight, you have four of tho se 10 

employees with you.  Again, my name is Jodi Smet.  We also 11 

have Bill Rue (phonetic sp.), Mike Powell (phonetic  sp.) and 12 

Wendy Bley.  Each of them will have a role in tonig ht’s 13 

meeting and I’ll tell you a little bit more about e ach of 14 

them here in a minute.  15 

  As I mentioned, we have our subcontractor working  16 

with us, Chesapeake Environmental Management, and w e have 17 

Nick Walls (phonetic sp.) here with us tonight.  An d so 18 

again, EA has been asked by WSSC to conduct an inde pendent 19 

watershed protection study and provide recommendati ons to 20 

WSSC about polices on the WSSC only and that are ad jacent to 21 

both the Rocky Gorge and Triadelphia Reservoirs.  N o 22 

worries, we’re going to tell you a little bit more in depth 23 

about the study here in a minute.   24 

  Again, in my role as meeting manager, I just 25 
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wanted to discuss the agenda a little bit with you and the 1 

meeting format.  The agenda is pretty simple tonigh t, we’re 2 

going to do two things.  EA is going to describe ou r work 3 

plan, so again, what we’re here to do and we hope t hat this 4 

will provide context for discussions but also provi de a 5 

common level of understanding among all of us about  what it 6 

is we’re attempting to do.  7 

  And then we hope to hear from you.  We want 8 

stakeholder’s input and we really want to understan d how you 9 

use these lands adjacent to the reservoirs.  Your u ses and 10 

activities, your interests, how you’d like those la nds to be 11 

used in the future.  12 

  Meeting format.  We have a two hour meeting forma t 13 

tonight.  We’re going to try to stay in between the  hours of 14 

7 and 9, but we do want to give everybody a chance to speak.  15 

So we might be here just after 9, if necessary.  16 

  Because we are limited in time, we are limiting 17 

speakers to three minutes, and to kind of keep us o n track 18 

we’re going to give you notice when 30 seconds of y our 19 

speaking time remain.  We don’t want to interrupt y ou and 20 

get you off course, so my colleague here, Bill Rue,  has got 21 

these nice little signs that’s going to give you a one 22 

minute notice and a 30 second notice.  And we just ask that 23 

you use those to plan your comments accordingly and  wrap up 24 

your discussion as quickly as possible thereafter.  25 
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  This meeting is being audio recorded and 1 

transcribed.  Additionally, my colleague Wendy Bley  here is 2 

going to be taking notes on the flipcharts, and the  primary 3 

purpose for that is so that you can see that we’re hearing 4 

your comments, but we also want to be sure that we’ re 5 

accurately capturing them.  So if you see Wendy wri te 6 

something down that might not match the intent of y our 7 

comment, please just correct us so that we get it c orrected.  8 

  After the meeting we will use the flipchart notes , 9 

notes that we’re taking ourselves as well as the 10 

transcription and prepare a meeting summary.  And t hat will 11 

kind of serve as the meeting record, or meeting mem ory and 12 

that will be available electronically.  My understa nding is 13 

on WSSC’s website.   14 

  In addition this meeting and the meeting we’re 15 

having tomorrow evening, EA is accepting written co mments.  16 

We’ve already received many and we invite additiona l written 17 

comments and we just ask that they be submitted to EA no 18 

later than July 19th and we’re going to have that e -mail 19 

address and mailing address as the last slide here,  so 20 

you’ll know where to send those.  And many of you a re 21 

speaking tonight, but have also provided us written  comments 22 

and we appreciate that.  23 

  Just a little bit about meeting purpose.  We 24 

wanted to hear from as many folks and users of thes e lands 25 
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as possible, so we sent out 3,500 meeting invitatio ns to a 1 

list that WSSC provided to us, plus an additional 3 50  2 

e-mails, and we placed ads in three different newsp apers, 3 

many news releases and community calendars.  So we hope the 4 

word got out and you all also helped us by sharing the 5 

meeting information with your colleagues and whatno t and we 6 

appreciate that.  So now that we’ve got you here, w hat are 7 

we doing to do with you?  We’re going to listen.  W e want 8 

your comments and suggestions.  We want to hear fro m you how 9 

the reservoir is being used, how it’s been used, ho w it’s 10 

being used currently, how you would like it used in  the 11 

future.  And we want to be able through our study t o ensure 12 

compatibility with WSSC’s primary function and 13 

responsibility in managing the two reservoirs, whic h as a 14 

public water supply.   15 

  While we want to hear from everyone.  So I think 16 

we’ve got a good representation of many groups here  tonight 17 

and I’m going to hear from all of you.  There are s everal 18 

folks from the same group or organization that has signed 19 

up.  So what I’m planning to do is have a represent ative 20 

from each group or organization speak, get through that 21 

entire list and if there are repetitive speakers fr om the 22 

same group, then I’ll come back to them.  But no on e should 23 

worry, we’re going to do our best to hear everyone tonight.  24 

And what I’d like to do, I’m going to set up the or der 25 
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probably three at a time, so you know when you’re c oming up 1 

to speak so that you can be prepared.   2 

  Meeting goals.  Just a little bit repetitive, but  3 

we want full participation and equal representation .  So 4 

again, we’re going to try to hear from everyone and  that’s 5 

how we’ve kind of based the speaking order.   6 

  Expression and understanding of public interests.   7 

Really what we, EA Engineering what to leave here t onight is 8 

with an understanding of your interests in these la nds.  Our 9 

understanding of WSSC’s interest is that they need to 10 

protect the water quality of the reservoirs and the  storage 11 

capacity.  So that’s their interest, you know, what  they’re 12 

geared at doing as they manage those buffer lands.  But we 13 

want to hear from you and we want and it’s also a g ood 14 

opportunity for you to hear about other’s interests , so you 15 

can see how everybody wants to use these lands and then we 16 

work towards a common level of understanding.  17 

  Every meeting needs ground rules and we’ve got a 18 

few up here.  One speaker at a time.  Be concise, u nder the 19 

time limits.  We’ve talked a little bit about those .  We 20 

have three minutes and again once we work through e verybody 21 

that has signed up to speak, I’ll make sure that th ere is no 22 

one else that wants to speak before we adjourn the meeting.  23 

Keep to task and topic.  Listen and be respectful.  24 

  So I’ll just take this opportunity are there any 25 
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rules that anybody thinks I need to add to the list  and kind 1 

of ask for concurrence that this is a good list.  O kay.  So 2 

Wendy’s got the rules for us, she’s going to post t hose on 3 

the wall.   4 

  Key project staff.  I’ve introduced them 5 

generally.  I would like to take this opportunity t o tell 6 

you a little bit more about them, but not too much.   7 

  Mike Powell, here beside me has been with EA and 8 

he specializes in water quality and modeling.  He i s the 9 

project manager for this project on behalf of EA.  Bill Rue 10 

is a water quality scientist.  Wendy Bley also spec ializes 11 

in water quality, but she’s also a 40-year equestri an.  So 12 

she loves her horses and is a perfect fit for this project.  13 

Myself, I’ve got a lot of background and experience  in 14 

recreation, land use and shoreline management.  And  then we 15 

have Nick Walls, with Chesapeake Environmental, and  he 16 

specializes in urban affairs public policy and he d oes a lot 17 

of the mapping.  18 

  Okay.  So I’m going to turn it over here to Mike 19 

Powell and Mike’s role here tonight, he’s going to present 20 

the work plan as EA is conducting the watershed pro tection 21 

study and I’ll just ask that everyone hold their co mments or 22 

questions if you have any until the end of his pres entation 23 

and we will take them at that time.  All right.  Mi ke?  24 

  MR. POWELL:  Thank you, Jody.  It’s great to see 25 
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such a large participation.  We didn’t really expec t this 1 

when we originally started this project, we thought  there 2 

may be 12 people there, so that show, but we starte d in 3 

December and rapidly learned that there are concern ed 4 

stakeholders in this watershed.   5 

  Just first a brief background of why we’re here.  6 

In the 85,000 acres of the Patuxent Watershed, WSSC  owns and 7 

operates two water supply reservoirs.  Triadelphia Reservoir 8 

was established in 1943 and the Rocky Gorge Reservo ir 9 

established in 1952.  Together these two reservoirs  combined 10 

supply about one-third of the water supply for WSSC ’s 1.8 11 

million customers.  WSSC is responsible for maintai ning the 12 

long term water quality and storage capacity.  For that 13 

reason WSSC has contracted EA to conduct an indepen dent 14 

Patuxent Reservoir Watershed Protection Study.  15 

  Let me talk a little bit about that study before 16 

we turn over the presentation to you all.   17 

  WSSC has made it clear to EA that they want us to  18 

conduct an independent study and the study’s focus is on the 19 

5,500 acres of reservoir land that WSSC owns and co ntrols.  20 

EA has focused well beyond evaluating the activitie s the 21 

stakeholder activities that are conducted within th e 22 

reservoir buffer that have the potential to affect water 23 

quality and storage capacity of the reservoir.  24 

   Our study has five major components.  First was to 25 
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develop a work plan in conjunction with WSSC.  Next , review 1 

existing data and third, conduct a public outreach which 2 

we’re participating in today, fourth is a field com ponent 3 

where we’ll make field visits to the various trails  and 4 

access roads and then evaluate their potential for erosion, 5 

their general condition and the signs of whether wa ter 6 

quality impacts.  And then, fifth, at the conclusio n of the 7 

study we will provide a report to WSSC that lists o ur 8 

recommendations for how WSSC can better manage thei r 9 

property.  And as I said, we’re currently participa ting in 10 

the public outreach component of the study.  What I ’ll talk 11 

about, the other components here, just real briefly .  12 

  EA’s contract while it was initiated in December,  13 

and then some, a few months ago we then worked with  WSSC to 14 

gain knowledge about the watersheds.  WSSC has prov ided us a 15 

lot of digital mapping out of GIS.  They had variou s 16 

reports:  source water quality reports, forest mana gement 17 

reports and watershed reports and we’ve compiled th at sort 18 

of information so that we can gain some understandi ng about 19 

the reservoir buffer.  And in conjunction with WSSC  we have 20 

developed a study plan that has major deliverables and a 21 

time-line for completion.  The major product delive rables 22 

will be a series of GIS digital maps and the maps w ill 23 

include the existing trails, the access roads, as w ell as 24 

trails that we discover when we do our field work.  But we 25 
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will submit our field visit reports that document o ur 1 

findings when we’re in the field, findings such as areas 2 

that are having eroded, or areas that are vulnerabl e to 3 

erosion, or areas that have various rider-[indiscer nible] 4 

impact.  In addition to that, we’ll file reports wi th the 5 

WSSC that document our findings and provide recomme ndations 6 

for how they can better manage the buffer property.  7 

As to mapping it again, the GIS mapping and 8 

analysis residential subtask, the subtask querying the 9 

existing GIS data, this is digital mapping data, to pographic 10 

and soils data that combine, give us an idea which carries 11 

in the watershed [indiscernible] the residents, the  12 

production of steepness of the trails and the types  of soil.  13 

In addition to the potential for resident analysis,  we’ll 14 

offer [indiscernible] all kinds of [indiscernible] types and 15 

that, the existing location and connecting access r oute 16 

heading down south are locations of a classically s ensitive 17 

areas.  Now, residence [indiscernible] that current , 18 

[indiscernible] fundamentally -- and I don’t need t o recap, 19 

and there’s other types of residence in [indiscerni ble] 20 

phase in this [indiscernible] fieldwork.  The field work can 21 

be divided into two components.  The first componen t 22 

[indiscernible] reacting, impacts [indiscernible] t rails, 23 

the different trails.  And the [indiscernible] task  24 

[indiscernible] to the amount of trails, assess the  general 25 
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condition, [indiscernible] tourism, and I will find  things 1 

that, you know, wandering around, I will find trash , animal 2 

trails that have [indiscernible].  And generally 3 

[indiscernible].    4 

(End of Tape One, Side One) 5 

  MR. POWELL:  -- federal to be, the draft report i s 6 

likely to be reversed again in of October of this y ear.  And 7 

again in that report we will document our findings,  the 8 

findings on areas that are vulnerable to erosion or  have 9 

existing erosion.  Water quality impacts, both rela ted to 10 

WSSC or related to stakeholder activities and we’ll  be 11 

recommending buffer management policies, best manag ement 12 

practices and anything else that we feel WSSC can r easonably 13 

to do help maintain the long term water quality and  storage 14 

capacity of the reservoirs.   15 

  So that’s all we have planned to share with you 16 

today.  The main reason again is that we are here t oday is 17 

to listen to you all.  We’ve been gathering informa tion from 18 

WSSC for several months now and it’s time to get yo ur all’s 19 

feedback.  So we’ll turn the presentation back to J ody.  20 

Again, we will be receiving written comments up unt il July 21 

19th and the written comments should be directed to  Tracy 22 

Eberheart, her contact information is up here on th e board 23 

and I think we’ll leave that here for you to copy d own.   24 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  And receiving comments 25 
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earlier than that will be very helpful to us.  1 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Mike just shared a lot of 2 

information with you in a very short amount of time  about 3 

EA’s work plan for the Reservoir Protection Study.  Any 4 

quick questions or points of clarification for Mike ?  I’m 5 

just going to call one on here.   6 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].  7 

  MS. SMET:  Yes, you can hand it to me, I’ve 8 

already started a collection, and I know Bill has c ollected 9 

some as well.  So anyone of the four of us will be fine.  10 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].  11 

  MS. SMET:  Yes.  She just wanted to ask, she 12 

brought a copy of her written statement with her, s o she’s 13 

going to present it orally here tonight, but wanted  to 14 

provide a copy and she asked who she should provide  it to.  15 

So any of the four EA staff and I’d be happy to tak e it.  16 

This gentleman right here.  17 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].  18 

  MS. SMET:  So just to repeat the question, again,  19 

it’s a lot of questions there, but generally it’s a bout the 20 

erosion that we’re documenting, how do we tell what ’s 21 

causing the erosion, how do we compare it to what i t is now 22 

to what was it was then.  So I’m going to turn that  one over 23 

to Mike.  24 

  MR. POWELL:  Okay.  In general, when we go out in  25 
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the field, the erosion assessment will be conducted  through 1 

a series of observations and field measurements.  T he field 2 

measurements are just simply measuring the trail wi dth and 3 

trail depth, as well as its overall condition.  So the field 4 

measurements tell you how badly eroded the trail is .   In 5 

terms of determining the source, there’s obviously if the 6 

trail has, and you mentioned equestrians, it has a lot of 7 

horse activity, you’re going to see signs of that, manure 8 

piles, horse tracks, things like that.  So there ar e 9 

telltale signs that would alert us to whether or no t the 10 

erosion is due to horses or to something else.  Now  you 11 

mentioned something about looking at historic data for the 12 

trails.  We don’t have the type of historic trail d ata, 13 

that’s something that you have, the stakeholder com munity 14 

possesses, we’d certainly like to see that.   15 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Lots of hands, I’ll try to get 16 

them in the order they came.  I think this gentlema n right 17 

here.  18 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Yes [indiscernible].  19 

  MS. SMET:  The question, I’m sorry, the question 20 

was is there any scientific evidence about water qu ality 21 

worsening.   22 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  That would be a question 23 

probably better directed to WSSC, that has the inti mate 24 

knowledge of source water quality reports, but the WSSC has 25 
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that.  Water quality monitoring probably is conduct ed in the 1 

reservoir and they have updated the issues.  As far  as water 2 

quality reports, I think there is one out on the si gn up 3 

table.  You might want to look at that.  4 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Right here.   5 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible]. 6 

  MS. SMET:  The question again was, Mike stated 7 

that we’re looking at the WSSC access road, the old  Jeep 8 

Road, looking at that, but she’s asked if we’re loo king at 9 

the trails that were historically used by the eques trians.   10 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  All right.  That’s a good 11 

question.  Those so-called older equestrian trails we’re 12 

calling the interior trails, it’s, I guess, a WSSC term, so, 13 

for example, the Terry Ledley trail, and that is ab solutely 14 

in our scope of work.  We will be looking at those.   We’ll 15 

be looking at all trails whether designated current ly or 16 

anything that we find that it’s actively in use.  17 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  The gentleman in the blue shirt  18 

here in the isle.  19 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible]. 20 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  The gentleman is questioning 21 

where is the study going to go, how far are we goin g to take 22 

it.  Are recommendations going to go as far as to s ay there 23 

shouldn’t be equestrian use on these trails, so --  24 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].  25 
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  MS. SMET:  -- or boating use, or any of the 1 

recreational uses on the reservoir or the adjacent lands.   2 

  MR. POWELL:  I can’t tell you what the motivation  3 

of the study is, I just know that WSSC has contract ed EA  4 

to do the study and I can’t tell you, well I can te ll you 5 

that we don’t foresee, it’s not part of EA’s contra ct to 6 

make those kind of recommendations that you mention ed.  We 7 

are going to conduct our study and present data and  some 8 

very specific recommendations.  Our report is not g oing to 9 

say WSSC should close the trails, it’s not going to  say WSSC 10 

should keep the trails open.  It’s just going to pr esent our 11 

findings.   12 

  MS. SMET:  The gentleman here.  13 

  MR. POWELL:  [Indiscernible].   14 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  The question what in the 15 

presentation we used the term culvert and what was meant  16 

by the use of that term.  17 

  MR. POWELL:  Culverts are pipes that convey  18 

water from a stream crossing underneath a road.  Th ere are a 19 

number of culverts that convey either tributaries o r storm 20 

water possibly the fire access roads.  And some of them  21 

have been badly degraded and are a source of erosio n and 22 

those are the sorts of things that we are documenti ng.  23 

  MS. SMET:  Yes, ma’am?  24 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].  25 
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  MS. SMET:  The question was what is the date that  1 

the study will be finished and how binding are EA’s  2 

recommendations on WSSC.  3 

  MR. POWELL:  Our contract says that the draft 4 

report will be issued to WSSC by the end of October  of this 5 

year and our findings and recommendations are in no  way 6 

binding to WSSC.  It’s just a scientific study, we’ re 7 

presenting facts.  8 

  MS. SMET:  Yes, sir, Dave?  9 

  MR. ARMSTRONG:  I have two comments.  One,  10 

several weeks ago I [indiscernible].  11 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Dave’s comment, question was tw o 12 

parts.  First, he was unable to receive the agenda and 13 

presentation minutes of the meeting and he thinks t hat’s 14 

deficient on our part.  And all I can do is apologi ze, we 15 

have busy field season turned in, to be in the fiel d, and 16 

honestly we did not finish the presentation until F riday 17 

afternoon.  So we will make the presentation availa ble 18 

electronically.  As far as the agenda, there’s not much in 19 

the agenda.  You saw I had it included in the prese ntation, 20 

it was two part for us to present the work plan and  then to 21 

hear input from you all.  And then the second part of Dave’s 22 

question was that’s in accordance with the WSSC’s 23 

regulations currently match with the recreational u se of  24 

the land adjacent to the reservoir is not allowed.  And  25 
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he’s asking if the study in that regard is focused on  1 

the equestrian effort and what else could we be stu dying.  2 

Please correct me if I don’t capture it correctly.  3 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible]. 4 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Well, certainly we have no 5 

control over what designates the uses of those trai ls, and 6 

so our study will focus on the trails and their des ignated 7 

uses.  And there are also activities in the reservo ir that 8 

are not designated and that ends up focusing the qu estion 9 

and issue is so big that -– we’re going to do a stu dy on  10 

the trails and the uses of those trails, whether th ey’re 11 

designated or not.  And so it is what it is.   12 

  MS. SMET:  But I have seen in comments so far  13 

that there are things that WSSC, deer management pr ogram, 14 

are after, fishing, these sorts of things, and thes e 15 

stakeholders that have those kinds of interests in the  16 

land and so we want to hear that and to be part of the  17 

study as well.  Yes, sir? 18 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible]. 19 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  His question, if I understand 20 

it, is this study going to include [indiscernible] after 21 

water runoff into the reservoir, are their [indisce rnible] 22 

sources of water quality impacts inclusion in addit ion to 23 

the equestrian use.  24 

  MR. POWELL:  That’s a good question, but looking 25 
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at the [indiscernible] of magnitudes of sediment an d the 1 

introduction of sediment from outside the buffer is  not part 2 

of our studies, expressly not part of our studies.  We’ll 3 

evaluate that in the sense that some of the [indisc ernible] 4 

conveying water [indiscernible] enough for, to the extent 5 

that they are damaged or need repair or [indiscerni ble] 6 

completely [indiscernible], we’ll document that.  B ut we 7 

won’t be looking at relative contributions [indisce rnible] 8 

numerical estimate.  9 

  MS. SMET:  Yes, in the back?  10 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible.]  11 

  MS. SMET:   Yes.  Okay.  Yes.   12 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible.] 13 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Thank you, it sounds like a 14 

similar question to the previous, questioning the f ocus on 15 

the equestrian trails as the only water quality imp act, and 16 

if it is a water quality impact and asking what 17 

consideration you’re giving to stored water, other different 18 

things, refrigerators, washing machines, other trib utary 19 

inputs.  [Indiscernible.]  20 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  We are not focusing on the 21 

equestrian trails.  There are for example, almost 5 0 miles 22 

of WSSC access roads, the two roads combined and th e 23 

designated equestrian component of that is about a 10 mile 24 

section in Montgomery and Prince George’s County si de of 25 
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Rocky Gorge and the resident access, resident surve y of all, 1 

the whole 50 miles of that access road, in addition  to all 2 

the [indiscernible] trails and all of the interior trails.  3 

We’re going to evaluate it [indiscernible].  4 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  Now the question here, thi s 5 

gentleman.  Yes?    6 

 (End of Tape One, Side Two) 7 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Can I ask you, in your 8 

studies, since we are now forced on the boundary cl earing of 9 

trails, we’re not allowed to use those trails, are you going 10 

to do an assessment of the equestrian trails versus  what 11 

would be the boundaries of the current space?  12 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Asking if the study is going to  13 

have a comparison between the access road, the boun dary 14 

trails she was referring to versus the historical t rails 15 

that were used for equestrian use.  So I think you’ re going 16 

to look at all of them, but --  17 

  MR. POWELL:  Yes, again, we --  18 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Evaluate the difference?  19 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Well.  20 

  MR. POWELL:  Well, we’re going to making 21 

measurements of the trail condition in terms of wid th and 22 

depth.  And obviously we can compare that to the ol d 23 

equestrian trails, like the Terry Ledley trail, com pare the 24 

erosion conditions there versus the erosion conditi ons on 25 
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the access, where that’s currently designated.  1 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible]. 2 

  MR. POWELL:  Yes, and the other part that I 3 

mentioned earlier we’ll also be looking at the suit ability 4 

of the now designated equestrian trail for horsebac k riding 5 

and compare that to the suitability of the interior  trails.  6 

  MS. SMET:  Just a couple more remaining questions  7 

on the study plan, so we leave 75 minutes for speak ers.  8 

Yes, sir?  9 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  You mentioned the 10 

possibility of WSSC would have water quality and ca rrying 11 

capacity.  I’m wondering whether you are concerned that 12 

sediment may be affecting the bottom of the reservo ir and 13 

compromising the ability to store water.  14 

  MS. SMET:  Yes, the gentleman was restating WSSC’ s 15 

interest in arranging the reservoirs which we state d were 16 

water quality and storage capacity and he was askin g if it 17 

was a concern, sedimentation was a concern of filli ng the 18 

reservoirs.  Mike?  19 

  MR. POWELL:  Yes, absolutely.  Storage capacity i s 20 

one of the concerns of WSSC.  21 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Are you using, are you 22 

looking at it? 23 

  MR. POWELL:  We won’t be measuring storage 24 

capacity, we’ll be looking at factors that lead to erosion 25 
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that would impair storage capacity.  1 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  One last question.  Yes, 2 

ma’am?  3 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: [Indiscernible].      4 

  MS. SMET:  She’s asking whether the report that E A 5 

submits to WSSC at the end of October will be publi cly 6 

available.   7 

  MR. POWELL:  Whether the report will be made 8 

public and available, that will be up to WSSC and w e can’t 9 

speak to that.   10 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  I said that was the last 11 

question, but I’m feeling generous.   12 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  The report will be publicly  13 

available [indiscernible] make sure that it’s publi cly 14 

available.  15 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  All right.  Well, thank you Mik e 16 

for presenting the study plan and thank you all for  your 17 

questions.  We’re going to start the stakeholder in put of 18 

the meeting now and what I’d like to do is kind of tee up 19 

three speakers at a time so you know when you’re sp eaking 20 

and I apologize to you, Jim, because you’re first a nd you 21 

didn’t have any notice.  But Jim is going to go fir st and 22 

then Chuck Seldon and then Barbara Sollner-Webb and  I just 23 

ask when you come up that you introduce yourselves and your 24 

affiliation, if you have one for the record and the n present 25 
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and as a reminder, my colleague Bill Rue here, has got the 1 

time and he’s going to give you a friendly reminder  of when 2 

you’re running out.  So, all right, Jim.  3 

  MR. ROBINSON:  I guess this is what happens when 4 

you hit that reply all button and don’t know what i t’s 5 

about.   6 

  So thank you for the opportunity to speak at this  7 

meeting.  I am James Robinson, I am the Vice Presid ent of 8 

the Potomac Patuxent Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  A nd we 9 

want to thank WSSC for providing our membership as well as 10 

many recreational fisherman and women with access t o both 11 

the Triadelphia Reservoir and the Rocky Gorge Reser voir.   12 

  In addition to the lake fishing opportunities, we  13 

want to bring to your attention some of the other a ctivities 14 

that we are involved in within the Patuxent River W atershed.  15 

Number one is to increase fishing opportunities, we  assist 16 

the Maryland Department of Natural Resources to sto ck trout 17 

in the Upper Patuxent River between Route 27 and 97 , and 18 

below Brighton Dam.  We also use the reservoirs and  19 

watershed to create opportunities for soldiers and the 20 

recovery battalion who participate in Project Heali ng Waters 21 

at Fort Meade, and we have started discussions with  Project 22 

Healing Waters national leaders to create accessibl e fishing 23 

areas for soldiers with mobility impairments.  24 

  We release rainbow trout into the Patuxent River 25 
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that are grown by elementary, middle and high schoo l 1 

students, who participate in the Trout in the class room 2 

program.  We receive permits to do this from DNR an d several 3 

releases have occurred in the Brighton Dam recreati onal area 4 

just below Brighton Dam.  5 

  Now we work singly with and with other 6 

conservation minor organizations to improve the hab itat for 7 

trout in the watershed.  We want to continue to wor k 8 

cooperatively with WSSC, excuse me, in particular t o improve 9 

the water temperatures below Brighton Dam, for the trout 10 

population in this DNR special regulation area for fly 11 

fishing only, catch and release only.  And based on  12 

preliminary estimates that we have received, we hav e begun 13 

to seek ways to fund the repairs to the lower gates  of the 14 

Brighton Dam, I’m not sure exactly what the proper term is 15 

for those things, that will allow cooler water to b e 16 

discharged year round and keep the water temperatur es below 17 

those necessary for the survival of the trout and t he trail, 18 

and the tail water below the Triadelphia Reservoir and we 19 

think that these are all in conjunction or conforma nce with 20 

our mandates to protect, preserve, restore and sust ain cold 21 

water fisheries for future generations.   22 

  I have a copy of my statement with my e-mail 23 

address and telephone number.  Thank you.  24 

      MS. SMET:  Thanks, Jim.  All right, Chuck?  25 
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  MR. SELDON:  Thank you for the opportunity to rea d 1 

my comments to the crowd.  2 

  I’m Chuck Seldon, I’m the President of the 3 

Gamewell Road Homeowner’s Association, I live at 18 05 4 

Gamewell Road in Silver Spring.  5 

  The WSSC property is a valuable recreational 6 

facility recognized by users as a main source of dr inking 7 

water locally.  The 21 private properties that form  the 8 

Gamewell Homeowner’s Association are just south of Browns 9 

Bridge and the Duckett Reservoir with easy access t o it via 10 

the trails along the streambed that drains our area .  I’m 11 

the President of the Gamewell Road Homeowner’s Asso ciation.  12 

  We laud WSSC in allowing equestrian use in the 13 

past and hope this use can be reinstated as soon as  14 

possible.  We submit a request that access to horse  trails 15 

be allowed for individuals on foot to allow bird wa tching, 16 

jogging, hiking, walking and running as well as win ter 17 

cross-country and snowshoeing.  We believe many use rs would 18 

pitch in to help with erosion and silt control meas ures, 19 

such as installing silt fencing, laying downs mats of straw 20 

or construction ecologically compatible hard surfac es at 21 

stream crossings such as using paving stones to pre vent the 22 

[indiscernible] from disturbing the stream bed with out using 23 

culverts.  24 

  We submit that the recent curtailment of boating 25 
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season is poorly reasoned and that the previous sea son 1 

length should be reinstated, March 1st through Dece mber 15th 2 

and 30 minutes before sunrise to 30 minutes after s unset.  3 

Many of us in the association own canoes and kayaks , and I 4 

personally own and use rowing shells on the two res ervoirs.  5 

I’ve used it every year since 1984.  It has become part of 6 

my life.  7 

  I have taught my children to row there and to 8 

paddle a canoe and to fish.  I have hosted many gue sts on 9 

those pristine waters over the few years and they a re 10 

thrilled to discover it and appreciate its beauty a nd calm, 11 

clean waters.  We take safety precautions such as w earing 12 

neoprene wetsuits when the water is cold enough tha t you 13 

rapidly induce incapacitating hypothermia, mostly i n early 14 

March.  15 

  I’ve been reading the e-mail trails that have bee n 16 

flying around and apparently, the WSSC has said tha t 17 

equestrian trail use in the past were closed in the  winter 18 

because of heavier rainfall in the winter.  The Was hington 19 

Post monthly rainfall records from 1871 to 2011, sh ow that 20 

in the winter months there is less than three inche s of 21 

rainfall, those are the months of December, January  and 22 

February and that more than three and a half inches  of 23 

rainfall in May, June, July and September, and I’m including 24 

an attachment cut from the newspaper, you can see i t any 25 
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day.   1 

  That concludes my remarks.  2 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  Next up is Barbara  3 

Sollner-Webb.  And just by way of explanation, Barb ara has 4 

been asked by a couple of folks to speak on their b ehalf 5 

tonight.  So Barbara is also not only speaking for herself, 6 

but also Jane Siegler and Ronald McNabb.  And so he r time 7 

will be nine minutes, three minutes for each of tho se folks 8 

she’s speaking.  9 

  MS. SOLLNER-WEBB:  Thank you so much.  I’m Barbar a 10 

Sollner-Webb, West Laurel Civic Association Board M ember, 11 

Johns Hopkins University Professor and a true 12 

environmentalist, including the long term member of  the 13 

State’s Patuxent River Commission and the WSSC prio r 14 

environmental advisory committee.  15 

  Like most [indiscernible] equestrians, I would no t 16 

want to ride WSSC’s trail if it damages the reservo ir at 17 

all, as WSSC alleges it dramatically does.  But the  trail is 18 

in excellent shape, as determined by certified trai l masters 19 

who have been out.  The vast majority shows no hint s of 20 

erosion from its countless decades of use because i t’s 21 

carefully used and diagonally contoured.  Most ever yone who 22 

sees this trail including a county council member, a state 23 

senator, two state delegates and a WSSC commissione r have 24 

commented on its lack of erosion.   25 
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  WSSC Environmental Advisory Committee members 1 

determined that less than one ten-thousandth of the  2 

reservoirs sediment comes from the equestrian trail  use and 3 

less than one-one hundredth thousandth of the reser voirs 4 

phosphate comes from such horse use.   5 

  Yet, last year WSSC closed the trail, based on 6 

unsupported claims that its use makes quote, the re servoir 7 

water harder to treat and was, quote, the biggest f actor, in 8 

generating the reservoir sediment.  Questioning the se 9 

assertions are over 1,200 signatures on petitions a nd in 10 

letters being handed in from 2011 and 2012, plus re quests 11 

from countless, in countless letters and in 43 thei r own 12 

public information act request filed on behalf of 3 ,500 13 

citizens.  Although extremely unforthcoming, WSSC e ventually 14 

released data, some documents with their data.  Wha t did I 15 

do with it?  Oh, it’s got to be here.  Right.  Here , yes.  16 

They released some documents including their own da ta of the 17 

water quality showing that it improved as it runs a long the 18 

length of the equestrian trail, slightly incompatib le with 19 

the equestrian making it harder to use.  WSSC has a lso moved 20 

riding to the access road, claiming that its quote,  very 21 

flat and very negotiable to the Laurel leader, but you know 22 

the USGS supposes some kind of different.  They’ve moved, as 23 

we’ve heard they have banned riding in the winter c laiming 24 

those are the wettest months of the year, and thank  you very 25 
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much for pulling out the Washington Post data on an  MPIA, we 1 

got WSSC’s own data that confirms that they can als o read 2 

water measurements and the winter is the driest mon ths.  3 

  So WSSC’s claimed reasons for stopping the 4 

equestrian trail use just don’t hold water.  In fac t, 5 

equestrians markedly help the reservoir.  Okay.  WS SC’s 6 

previous watershed patrol previously called the equ estrian 7 

their eyes and ears.  For instance, we discovered a n 8 

enormous sediment flow traced it to an uncontrolled  highway 9 

project and shepherded it through its construction,  through 10 

its correction along with the Department of Environ ment who 11 

estimated we averted somewhere between 15,000 and 5 0,000 12 

tons of sediment from entering the reservoir becaus e of our 13 

visuals and so WSSC was not aware of.  Thus equestr ians are 14 

not damaging, but are helping the reservoir and the ir use of 15 

the sound trail should be retained.  16 

  And please accept my offer to come out on my 17 

wonderful Icelandic’s to see the trail for yourself .  How  18 

am I doing?  19 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  You’re doing fine, four and   20 

half minutes.   21 

  MS. SOLLNER-WEBB:  Okay.  So now I would like to 22 

read, sorry, I didn’t see the one, okay, from Jane Siegler, 23 

who unfortunately, so many of the equestrians could n’t be 24 

here.  I know of 10 who couldn’t be here, because i t’s 25 
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summer vacation now.  So Jane Siegler, is Vice Pres ident of 1 

the Maryland Horse Council.  So Vice President of t he 2 

Maryland Horse Council which is the trade associati on 3 

representing Maryland’s equestrian farms businesses  4 

interests of associations and enthusiasts.  To grou p it 5 

together our membership represents over 30,000 Mary landers, 6 

many of whom live, own property and ride the Patuxe nt 7 

Watershed.  We are aware of the recent actions take n by WSSC 8 

to restrict public access to its reservoirs, to its  9 

watershed lands.  We are very interested in your st udy and 10 

welcome the opportunity to express our views on its  scope 11 

and conduct, as well as of the historic importance of the 12 

watershed to equestrian users and we would argue on  the 13 

importance of equestrian users to the watershed.  14 

  Horseback riders and other recreational users hav e 15 

had access to these lands for generations.  They ha ve in 16 

many cases taken on the role of volunteer stewards of the 17 

land and water and it can be said that their routin e 18 

presence as eyes and ears on the ground contributed  vastly 19 

to the security of the water, the land and of the p ublic at 20 

large.  At this time when citizen’s confidence in G overnment 21 

and public institution is at historic lows, it’s im perative 22 

that the conduct of this study be transparent, obje ctive and 23 

grounded in a verifiable facts and provable data.  24 

  If adverse impacts by recreational users, 25 



DW  32 

 

including horseback riders cannot be proven by clea r and 1 

verifiable facts, the recently imposed restrictions  should 2 

not continue respectfully, Jane Siegler.   3 

  Okay, and now I’d like to read you the statement 4 

from Ron McNabb, who was for very many years the Pr esident 5 

to Trail Riders of Today.  6 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  You’ve got three minutes.  7 

  MS. SOLLNER-WEBB:  Okay.  Okay.  Representing 8 

around 700 equestrian families across the state and  he 9 

continues to be, he’s no longer president, but he c ontinues 10 

to be their coordinator for this WSSC trails issue.    11 

  To whom it may concern.  As a horseback rider and  12 

Trout coordinator from Montgomery County Trails, I look 13 

forward to getting the equestrian trail issue resol ved.  It 14 

has been over a year since WSSC changed their polic y on 15 

horseback riding at Rocky Gorge.  Fortunately, they  have put 16 

enforcement on stay while EA Technology studies thi s matter.  17 

They’ve told our delegate they have, of course ther e are 18 

written restrictions found extremely punitive.   19 

  Okay.  The Rocky Gorge Equestrian Trail is not 20 

heavily used, but it’s a very important asset to ad joining 21 

property owners and those nearby who trailer in the ir 22 

horses.  Citizens have built their homes, stables a nd 23 

fences, confidently knowing that riding will be ava ilable.  24 

As a customer of WSSC and a consumer of the water, I am very 25 
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concerned about the quality of drinking water.  Now  that you 1 

have had time to inspect the reservoir you clearly know that 2 

the problem with erosion and sediment under from wi thin 3 

their 5,000 acres is caused by the access roads on either 4 

side of the Rocky Gorge.  In most cases there are 1 0 feet 5 

wide with loose rock and barren ground surfaces goi ng 6 

straight up and down long hills and highly eroded.  If 7 

there’s fecal matter problem at the Rocky Gorge, it ’s not 8 

from horses.  The vast majority of the trail exceed s the 35 9 

foot setback recommended by Maryland Department of 10 

Agriculture’s best management practices recommendat ions.  If 11 

there is fecal and nutrient management problems, it ’s coming 12 

from the wildlife that, the life of the reservoir i s a 13 

source of drinking water and fertilizer runoff from  the 14 

adjacent fields and homes.  Neighbors of the Rocky Gorge and 15 

members of Trail Riders of Today have offered to re route 16 

offending areas of equestrian trails with guidance from 17 

certified trail planner.  We have also offered help  in 18 

securing a national recreation trail grant to pay f or these 19 

needed changes.   20 

  I should mention that the $30,000 a year that WSS C 21 

can get this every year apparently, bridges are est imated to 22 

be about $1,500 to $2,000 so you can get 15 bridges  crossing 23 

the stream crossings each year from this grant.  WS SC has 24 

refused to have any interest in it.  Sorry, that wa s an 25 
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editorial comment.   1 

  I appreciate your careful study of this matter an d 2 

look forward to your conclusions and suggestions.  3 

Sincerely, Ron McNabb, Trails Coordinator.  4 

  That’s it.   5 

  MS. SMET:  Thank you, Barbara.  All right.  Our 6 

next three speakers, next up is Brian Eyler with Ma ryland 7 

DNR, after Brian I have Mr. Donald Chamberlain and after Mr. 8 

Chamberlain, Stan Hopkins.  So Brian, you’re up.  9 

  MR. EYLER:  I’m just going to make this very 10 

short.  I’m the deer project leader for Maryland DN R and I’m 11 

surprised, I haven’t heard a whole lot here tonight  about 12 

deer.  Most of these meetings I come to that’s the focus.  13 

So it’s nice to not be hearing about deer.  But no,  short 14 

and sweet, WSSC has a very active deer management p rogram 15 

and you know as a representative of DNR I commend t hem for 16 

doing that and I strongly encourage that they keep that deer 17 

management program going, both to protect that wate rshed and 18 

to minimize human conflicts around the reservoirs a s well.  19 

So that’s it.  Thank you.  20 

  MS. SMET:  Thanks, Brian.  Donald Chamberlain?  21 

  MR. CHAMBERLAIN:  Good evening, my name is Donald  22 

Chamberlain and I’m speaking tonight on behalf of t he 23 

Patuxent Watershed Protective Association, which wa s a group 24 

formed in 1997 to protect the Montgomery County por tion of 25 
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the Patuxent Watershed.  I’m also a long time resid ent of 1 

Burtonsville and my property abuts the Rocky Gorge Reservoir 2 

area.   3 

  I realize the limitations placed by WSSC on this 4 

particular study, but I want to make the point that  it’s 5 

important to recognize that protecting this watersh ed 6 

affects not only the very limited property shown in  the 7 

lighter colors here, but also much of the surroundi ng green 8 

area, the drains to the watershed.  In fact, a reco gnize of 9 

this was contained in the recent Maryland National Capital 10 

Parks study which for some land in the area just no rth of 11 

Burtonsville, recommended that the impervious cover age 12 

allowance be reduced from 10 percent to 8 percent.  We’ll 13 

see where that goes.  In any event, it’s generally 14 

recognized that rule number 1 is protecting the wat ershed.  15 

  So that said, very simply I can think of four 16 

quick things off the top of my head that could be r easonably 17 

allowed with effectively no pollution impact.  You’ ve heard 18 

a lot about some of them already today so I’m just going to 19 

name it.  It’s, you know, boating or anything canoe ing, 20 

kayaking that does not involve gasoline powered mot ors, 21 

because that’s a pollutant.  Fishing from anywhere along the 22 

shore or a boat.  Picnicking in the established are as.  It’s 23 

really helpful if there are trash and sanitary faci lities 24 

close by.  And finally we’ve heard a lot about hors eback 25 
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riding.  Just put the trails far enough from the wa ter’s 1 

edge to minimize the risk of equine pollution.  2 

  So let me just close with three personal 3 

observations.  Forty years ago before I built my ho use in 4 

Burtonsville, my wife and I lived in an apartment i n Laurel.  5 

And on Friday nights we used to pack a picnic lunch  and go 6 

out Scotts Cove and decompress from the very hectic  urbanely 7 

dense packed week.  And as our children came up, we  did more 8 

of that.  People need that relief.  It’s a pressure  relief 9 

valve.  Horseback riders maintain their own trails,  you have 10 

heard plenty about that.  And lastly, any developme nt that 11 

goes into the area, the green area around here, has  to do, 12 

have two things, it has to be very low density to p rotect 13 

the environmental quality and it has to be based on  the 14 

absence of commercial sewage running through the re servoir.  15 

There’s a reason the Patuxent has the lowest EPA da mage 16 

rating in the Maryland database.  And I would simpl y say 17 

that most people that use the reservoir follow one simple 18 

rule, don’t do anything in the water you don’t want  to drink 19 

later.  20 

  Thank you very much.  21 

  MS. SMET:  Stan Hopkins.  22 

  MR. HOPKINS:   Also I’m surprised I haven’t met 23 

you.  I’ve been up Scotts Cove on the Patuxent for 42 years.  24 

So our paths have not crossed.  My name is Stan Hop kins and 25 
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I’m a 42 year resident in the house that I built pr imarily 1 

because of the location to the reservoir.  I’m in S cotts 2 

Cove.  My children and their children have fished t he lake 3 

and boated on it during all that time.  4 

  Up to this meeting and the lack of transparency o n 5 

the report discussed tonight, is not appreciated.  I don’t 6 

think you’re looking for an agreement on these 7 

recommendations, so we should have had information ahead of 8 

time.  9 

  Perhaps water quality improvements are indicated 10 

at the reservoir.  If so, what problems have you fo und and 11 

what degradation can you document?  Apparently, tha t will be 12 

the subject of the study.  13 

  Recreational usage rates up substantially now.  14 

Apparently not for the equestrians from what I hear  from 15 

previous testimony.  Had your water test at the fil tration 16 

plant shown unusually high concentration of bacteri a, seven 17 

months with other problems.  If the reason for this  possible 18 

exclusion of uses of the watershed is financial, sh ow us 19 

your incomes and what expenditures you have increas ed.  Is 20 

it necessary to increase user fees?  I hope to live  out my 21 

life along this wonderful lake and woodland buffer at Scotts 22 

Cove recreational area.  I also think that prohibit ing uses 23 

for recreational purposes would break faith with th e groups 24 

that have been so instrumental in preserving the wa tershed.  25 



DW  38 

 

If you look at WSSC website where Scotts Cove Strea m Bank 1 

Restoration Project, you see that starting and acco rding to 2 

them in 2009 various groups have, volunteer groups have been 3 

planting and primarily planting persimmon, red bud cherry 4 

trees.  Of course that helps to relieve erosion.  A nd there 5 

is University of Maryland has been very active in d oing 6 

planting as well.  Girl Scout troops, Howard County  7 

Community College have also been very active.  So I  think 8 

that you have a volunteer force that can help you m aintain 9 

the watershed and you should keep faith with them.  10 

  Thank you very much.   11 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  I’d like to ask our next 12 

three speakers to be prepared.  Melissa Gaston next .  Then 13 

Clara Gouin, I apologize if I’m butchering your nam es, I 14 

don’t like that, and then Annette Ashby Knox.  Thos e three, 15 

so do we have Melissa Gaston?  No Melissa?  Okay.  How about 16 

Clara Gouin?  Okay.  Hold on, no we’ve got Clara.   17 

  MS. GOUIN:  Clara.  18 

  MS. SMET:  How do you pronounce your last name?  19 

  MS. GOUIN:  Gouin.  20 

  MS. SMET:  Hopefully I got one of them.  21 

  MS. GOUIN:  Yes.  Hi, my name is Clara Gouin and I 22 

am a registered landscape architect.  I work as a p ark and 23 

planner for Howard County Department of Recreation and 24 

Parks.  I’m here to first of all deliver a statemen t from 25 
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the Director of our Department.  He couldn’t be her e this 1 

evening, he’s gone on vacation and I also have a fe w 2 

statements of my own.  3 

  First, the comments from Mr. John Bird.  Dear 4 

research team, thank you for providing an opportuni ty for us 5 

to comment about the future management of the Patux ent 6 

Reservoirs Watershed.  When you look at a map of th e 7 

Triadelphia and the Rocky Gorge Reservoirs, it is a pparent 8 

that Howard County borders the entire northern side  of both 9 

reservoirs.  In fact, the County line goes right do wn the 10 

middle of the water.  About 200,200 acres of WSSC l ands and 11 

another 8,000 acres of the water are in Howard Coun ty.  We 12 

are indeed interested stakeholders and we’d like to  think 13 

we’ve been good neighbors and good stewards in help ing to 14 

protect this shared resource.  It’s a significant p iece of 15 

the County, and even more importantly it comprises almost 10 16 

percent of our protected lands, those areas made up  of 17 

parkland, open space, state parks, or farmland pres ervation.  18 

Over the years, the WSSC land has provided many 19 

opportunities for outdoor recreation.  Boating, fis hing, 20 

hiking and horseback riding.  It has the advantage of being 21 

a long corridor that lends itself to linear activit ies.  22 

Those that often cannot be done in a smaller park s etting.  23 

In fact, our planning process always considers oppo rtunities 24 

to network the County parkland with WSSC properties  to 25 
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expand the overall greenway system.  1 

  We urge WSSC to continue providing recreational 2 

access to the trails in the watershed.  We believe that the 3 

system of monitoring users by requiring registratio n and 4 

daily or yearly passes has been successful in regul ating and 5 

protecting the quality of the water supply.  To cut  off 6 

future access to our natural areas would also dimin ish our 7 

children’s and our grandchildren’s contact with the  natural 8 

world.  Please consider the valuable recreational c omponent 9 

of this watershed in your plans.  Thank you, John R . Bird, 10 

Director.  11 

  And I’d like to add a few comments on my own.  I 12 

lived in College Park for many years and one of our  13 

pleasures was to canoe the reservoirs.  I have cano ed the 14 

entire length of both reservoirs over the years and  enjoyed 15 

them immensely.  It’s the closest that Marylanders have to 16 

natural lakes such as in the state where I grew up,  New 17 

Hampshire.  I also happen to own a horse, although I keep 18 

him in Anne Arundel County.  I’ve never actually ri dden on 19 

the reservoir roads or trails, but I believe that t his 20 

should be something available to horseback owners, because 21 

the places for people to ride all over the state ar e 22 

decreasing so much, there are so many barriers, int erstate 23 

highways, new building components.  So I firmly bel ieve that 24 

we should keep these valuable resources open.   25 
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  I’d also like to make a comment because our deer 1 

management person in the Department said make sure you speak 2 

up for continuing the deer management program and t hat has 3 

been a type of recreation with bow and arrow huntin g that is 4 

very regulated and the horseback riders has no prob lem with 5 

the managed hunts because they’re announced ahead o f time, 6 

people know the dates they are on and you just don’ t go 7 

riding on those days.  And also they are only a few  days a 8 

year.   9 

  So my comments would support our directors 10 

comments and I think that we just need to keep thes e natural 11 

places available so that our future generations can  have 12 

hands on experience with our natural world.  13 

  Thank you.  14 

  MS. SMET:  Thank you.   15 

  MS. KNOX:  Hi, I’m Annette Ashby Knox.  My family  16 

has lived in Skaggsville dating back to 1867.  I’m fifth 17 

generation and my grandchildren are seventh generat ion 18 

living by the gorge.  Living near the gorge, I see yard 19 

waste and other junk dumped on the roadside and in the 20 

parking lots.  Closing the gorge would cause this a rea to be 21 

even more isolated and would encourage more dumping  and 22 

illegal activities.  23 

  My observations when kayaking are litter at Scott s 24 

Cove from shore fishing, even in areas that were on ce 25 
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undesignated areas to fish from.  Do these people h old 1 

fishing permits?  Are they ever checked?  In years past, the 2 

rangers were always checking permits and enforcing rules.  3 

Other pollutants are brought in from the Little Pat uxent and 4 

streams feeding into the gorge.  After hard rains, lots of 5 

litter and debris wash into the gorge, finding its way into 6 

the coves and shorelines.  I’ve seen 50 gallon meta l and 7 

plastic drums, metal buckets, a plastic pool liner,  a 8 

cardboard business sign, car tires with no rims, a baby doll 9 

and a soccer ball.  Not to mention things we can’t see, yard 10 

fertilizers and other chemicals.  I also have seen in the 11 

past and present erosion and sediment destroying st reams and 12 

coves from housing developments in the Skaggsville area.  13 

Who monitors the runoff?  Are the streams ever chec ked that 14 

enter the gorge?  I know the areas, walking and kay aking 15 

gives me the opportunity to observe the pollutants.   16 

  Responsible permit holders do not pollute.  We 17 

enjoy the wildlife, solitude Rocky Gorge has to off er.  A 18 

true gift I’m sure also kayakers and boaters respec t.  Being 19 

on the water is the last place that holds magic and  beauty 20 

in Skaggsville.  Rocky Gorge is the heartbeat of 21 

Skaggsville.  It is all I ever have known and hope my 22 

grandchildren can enjoy it as well.  23 

  Land that borders the gorge from Harden Road was 24 

once my grandfather’s land.  The old map show this as Queens 25 
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Hollow, now it’s the property of WSSC.  Please WSSC  keep the 1 

gorge open, let us all work together to clean up th e gorge 2 

and keep the heartbeat of Skaggsville alive for mor e 3 

generations to enjoy.  Thank you.   4 

  MS. SMET:  Thank you.  Melissa Gaston signed up t o 5 

speak on behalf of the West Laurel Civic Associatio n and 6 

Barbara has been asked to be given a minute to spea k on her 7 

behalf in her absence.  So we’re going to do that r eal 8 

quick.  9 

  MS. SOLLNER-WEBB:  Thank you very much.  She’s 10 

real busy with a crazy job and I’m Vice President o f the 11 

Civic Association, but she’s President speaking, wa s going 12 

to speak for it.  I know what she was going to say,  which is 13 

that in addition to social issue, it’s an economic issue 14 

keeping the trails open.  That we have at least thr ee 15 

commercial facilities, horse facilities in the neig hborhood 16 

who are hurting for business now.  They’ve had long  waiting 17 

lists before.  Now that this is very punitive regul ations 18 

sounding that people are going to get, you know, sh ackled 19 

and tarred and feathered if they ride there, who is  going to 20 

go and board at a place like that?  So these places  are 21 

hurting for business, one of them may have to go ou t of 22 

business because of it.  23 

   In addition, one of our very long term real esta te 24 

experts in the area, Glen Fagan (phonetic sp.), for merly of 25 
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Melbourne, Fagan and Hammersmith I think reside ove r in 1 

Laurel and now at Long and Foster has said that he feels 2 

this is actually affecting this closing of the trai ls is 3 

affecting property values in West Laurel.  Because they 4 

always used to advertise that houses are available right 5 

next to these wonderful trails, riders come out and  use 6 

them, fisherman, et cetera.  Can’t do it anymore.  He feels 7 

this is affecting property values.   So I know that  you’re 8 

not interested directly in economic things, but I t hink it 9 

does affect the whole overall decision.   10 

  So thank you so much for letting me what I think 11 

Melissa would have said.  She probably would have s aid it 12 

more eloquently.   13 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  Our next few speakers.  I 14 

have a Mr. Knox, no first name.  Dave Armstrong and  then 15 

Debby Poole.  So is there a Mr. Knox?  No.  Okay, D ave, it 16 

looks like you’re up.  17 

  MR. ARMSTRONG:  Can I have three minutes?  18 

  MS. SMET:  We’ll give you three and see how you 19 

do.  20 

  MR. ARMSTRONG:  Thank you so much for the 21 

opportunity to speak with this group tonight.  My n ame is 22 

Dave Armstrong, I live in Wheaton, Maryland and I’l l just 23 

read my comments to stay on track.   24 

  So living in the congested D.C. Metro Area with 25 
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the press of so many people is stressful.  As an av id 1 

canoeist, I’m able to seek out a measure of solitud e by 2 

being out of doors on the water and enjoying the pe ace and 3 

quiet that comes with being in a natural environmen t.  Just 4 

20 minutes from my home in Wheaton, Rocky Gorge Res ervoir 5 

provides a needed nearly daily after work respite f rom the 6 

press of business.  It’s just me, the water, a cano e and my 7 

paddle.  8 

  In the 25 years I’ve lived in Maryland, I have 9 

visited Rocky Gorge some 2,500 times and spent more  than 10 

5,000 hours on its water paddling my canoe.  Just t his year 11 

alone I have paddled 39 days on the reservoir.  12 

  In 25 years at Rocky Gorge I have never witnessed  13 

an act of vandalism, never experienced a crime of a ny kind.  14 

Come upon another paddler that needed assistance an d I find 15 

little evidence of littering.   16 

  What I have witnessed is the indescribable beauty  17 

of the gorge in all of its seasons and conditions.  In my 18 

opinion, the current use of the reservoirs by the p ublic 19 

under the existing WSSC regulations is not an issue .  Any 20 

threats to the watershed lay primarily outside the 21 

watershed.  As a matter of fact, recreational users  of the 22 

gorge are likely more aware of where our drinking w ater 23 

comes from, more aware of the threats to the integr ity of 24 

the watershed and are just as concerned about water  quality 25 
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as the WSSC.  1 

  I have no training in water quality management, 2 

but it is my subjective assessment that the quality  of the 3 

water in Rocky Gorge Reservoir has actually improve d over 4 

the last 25 years, despite the growing threat that comes 5 

from more roads, higher traffic volumes and increas ed land 6 

development for housing and commercial use surround ing the 7 

watershed.  What nature provides is scale and conte xt, a 8 

means to self-reflection and discovery.  It provide s silence 9 

and solitude an exceedingly rare commodity in this 10 

metropolitan area.  The Triadelphia Rocky Gorge Wat ershed is 11 

an urban wilderness in the midst of a teaming mass of 12 

people.  It is a natural gem that is the crown jewe l of a 13 

local wild setting for folks like me, canoeist, kay akers, 14 

fisherman, equestrians, boaters, nature enthusiast and 15 

families who just want to spend some quiet time enj oying 16 

nature at its best.   17 

  As a famous naturalist, John Ewer (phonetic sp.),  18 

once said, everybody needs beauty as well as bread,  places 19 

to play in and pray in, where in nature may heal an d give 20 

strength to body and soul.  I urge the WSSC to embr ace 21 

multiple use stewardship of the Triadelphia Rocky G orge 22 

Watershed because it is consistent with the mainten ance of 23 

water quality and at the same time provides the pub lic an 24 

opportunity to enjoy a natural setting now and for future 25 
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generations.  1 

  Thank you.  2 

  MS. SMET:  Next we have Debby Poole and Debby is 3 

speaking on behalf of Debby but also Ms. Terry Ledl ey, who 4 

was unable to attend tonight.   5 

  MS. POOLE:  And Beverly Fox.  6 

  MS. SMET:  Okay, and Beverly Fox.   7 

  MS. POOLE:  Yes.  Was she signed up?  Okay.  Firs t 8 

of all I want to thank everybody because I got to s cratch 9 

through so many of my notes, because so many of you , 10 

especially Clara, really have touched on so many of  the 11 

things I wanted to say.  I am Debby Poole, I’m from  Belco 12 

(phonetic sp.) Horse Farm, Burtonsville, Maryland s ince 13 

1968.  I’ve been asked to speak to you today on beh alf of 14 

well over 1,000 equestrian, business people and lan downers 15 

who have expressed a concern about WSSC (1) closing  their 16 

equestrian trails, (2) moving riding to the unsuita ble 17 

access road, (3) banning winter riding and (4) clos ing 18 

previously approved individual barn entrances as we ll as 19 

changes to the recreational activities for fishing,  boating 20 

and picnicking.   21 

  We’re very interested in the progress in resolvin g 22 

any problem areas.  We would like to reinforce our desire to 23 

work with WSSC and make the equestrian trails and o ther 24 

areas as environmentally sound as possible.  In lig ht of 25 



DW  48 

 

that, as previously requested throughout last year,  would it 1 

be possible to have regular ongoing meetings while the study 2 

is being conducted as we are very much looking forw ard to a 3 

continued dialog.  May we even today set a date for  4 

stakeholders, WSSC and EA meeting on the calendar?  I’ve had 5 

an outpouring of e-mails, letters and phone calls a s time 6 

allows I will present some of the letters, comments  and 7 

information that I have been asked to present to yo u.  I 8 

have printed copies that I also have given them and  Barbara.   9 

  So ways that we would like to help.  Several of 10 

them have already been mentioned.  I’m going to men tion a 11 

couple.   12 

  Patrols and rescues.  Times are changing, 13 

regularly throughout the U.S. riders are asked to v olunteer 14 

to be trained for rescue and patrol.  It’s not unus ual to 15 

see the news, on the news that riders looking for a  lost 16 

child or adult.  Last year, Howard County Police De partment 17 

volunteer mounted police unit advertised seeking ex perienced 18 

riders to train to patrol their parks.  Not to conf ront, but 19 

to observe and report a problem or help in a rescue .  20 

Several of our riders are trained for this and offe r their 21 

help on the watershed.  22 

  Pre-service.  During the interim of the broader 23 

watershed study or perhaps to work along with EA, w e would 24 

like to again offer our free and expert trail asses sment and 25 
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plans for rerouting if necessary by Prince George’s  County 1 

environmental experts from the soil conservation di strict.  2 

These individuals, Steve Darcy and Eileen Geard (ph onetic 3 

sp.) are certified trail masters, very committed to  4 

environmental land use and trusted by the County to  prepare 5 

a nutrient management plans and perform environment ally 6 

assessment of horse farms.   7 

  They have offered to come out to assess WSSC 8 

equestrian trails and access roads in both Prince G eorge’s 9 

and Montgomery counties, determining where riding i s or is 10 

not environmentally harmful and how the preferred r oute 11 

could be improved.  12 

  Some statistics.  My children, like Annette’s are  13 

fifth generation Poole’s to ride these trails which  have 14 

changed very little in all these years.  Great-gran dpa Poole 15 

sold his land at the end of Plum Road to the WSSC.  So I 16 

would say that we certainly are aware of the origin al bridal 17 

trails and whether they are changing.  But in fact,  they’ve 18 

remained pretty much the same, whereas the deer pop ulation 19 

and the impact they have is a serious ever changing  problem 20 

and I agree the deer, they need to work on them, so  I’m 21 

happy to hear you’re still doing that.   22 

  Okay.  County level data collected from Maryland’ s 23 

2010 Equine Census reveals an industry with assets valued at 24 

5.6 billion and expenditures just under 513 million .  There 25 



DW  50 

 

are approximately 79,000 equine animals in Maryland  that are 1 

located in over 16,000 locations around the state.  The two 2 

largest equine counties are Baltimore, Montgomery a nd 3 

Frederick.  Equine operations account for a total o f 587,000 4 

acres of which 188,000 acres are devoted to equine and 5 

88,000 acres are enrolled in land preservation prog rams.  6 

And as I mentioned, I think almost farm has a nutri ent plan, 7 

so that’s why we’re interested.  8 

  One thing I want to say, this is not on my paper.   9 

When you were talking about, I am a little concerne d that 10 

you’re not checking the streams coming in because I  thought 11 

that was part of this.  And I know that just betwee n 12 

Burtonsville and New Hampshire Avenue there are pro bably 13 

eight streams that run down into the river and when  my 14 

daughter and I were out one of those days clearing a culvert 15 

down there, there was so much oil pooled right ther e and 16 

heading right downstream.  We were probably a mile,  a half a 17 

mile up from the actual river.  And so I don’t unde rstand, 18 

you know like I said, this isn’t on here, I don’t u nderstand 19 

how you can be checking for the trails and stuff an d not 20 

looking at the impact of what’s coming from the roa ds and 21 

you know fertilizers and things.  22 

  So anyway, and I just want to remind WSSC that 23 

companies can amend rulings.  So you know if we hav e to 24 

change stuff.   25 
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  In closing, I clearly recognize that it would be 1 

perceived that in this matter, WSSC equestrians, 2 

recreational users and the stakeholders would have very 3 

different interest and objectives.  I also agree ou r 4 

obligation and highest priority is the preservation  of the 5 

watershed and water to protect drinking water today  and for 6 

the future.  But I see no reason why we can’t work together 7 

to compromise on these issues so we can save and ma ke 8 

available the resource for future generations to en joy.  9 

  I am so grateful for your time.  Thank you very.  10 

Debby.  How was my time?  11 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Five and a half minutes.  12 

  MS. POOLE:  Okay.  Well, I’ll be quick.  Okay.  13 

I’m reading from Beverly Fox.  I am Beverly Fox, re tired art 14 

director of the Social Security Administration Head quarters 15 

in Woodland, Maryland.  Former board member, curren t member 16 

of Trout, and former member of the Iron Bridge Hunt .  I have 17 

lived on Acheson Lane on the property where Whitney  Acheson 18 

had his riding stable and where the Iron Bridge Hun t 19 

Foxhounds were originally kenneled years ago by the  Patuxent 20 

Reservoir.   21 

  Mr. Acheson used his boxhead where the reservoir 22 

currently is, the name Iron Bridge, came from the o ld bridge 23 

that used to cross the river at Route 29 before the  dam 24 

flooded the area.  Mr. Acheson was asked by [indisc ernible] 25 
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to start the trail system.  The system works like t his.  1 

There is a loop around the perimeter of the WSSC pr operty, 2 

the Jeep Trail and second loop within sight of the lake.  3 

These two loops are connected with spokes or links which are 4 

named in case of accidents and or need of repair, t he 5 

location would be easier to find.  The spokes of co nnecting 6 

trails and the interloops are in excellent shape.  The outer 7 

perimeter loop, the Jeep Trail has a huge washout b ehind the 8 

old Dr. Smith, or the new church property.  The was hout was 9 

not caused by horses, and has been there for at lea st 15 10 

years unrepaired.  Jeep Trails have not been used b y Jeeps 11 

in years.  These perimeter roads are anything but v ery flat 12 

and very negotiable.  In fact, most of the trails a re very 13 

slow for riding.  Over the dam there are few short distances 14 

that you can Trout or cantor your horse, one of the  15 

perimeter roads is near the washout.  Equestrians d on’t want 16 

to mess up their trails or their horses.  They don’ t ride on 17 

wet trails, they wait to ride another day.  Equestr ians have 18 

work boots on foot that walk the trails and sees th e trash 19 

left by others.  We love the reservoir when it’s cl ean so we 20 

can drink and bath in that water as well.  21 

  These are just wonderfully beautiful trails with 22 

no houses or buildings so that you can ride your ho rse 23 

within an hour from Washington, D.C. or Baltimore a nd in  24 

the spring, the natural lull, and bloom in Laurel,  25 
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Maryland.  Some of the neatest hours of my life hav e been 1 

spent riding those trails.  Please let us continue using 2 

them and riding.  Am I done?  3 

  MS. SMET:  Do you have comments from Terry Ledley ?4 

  MS. POOLE:  I do.  5 

  MS. SMET:  Do you just want to do those?   6 

  MS. POOLE:  Okay.  Terry Ledley.  Fortunately I’m  7 

on vacation with my grandchildren; unfortunately I’ m missing 8 

this meeting.  But my involvement with the watershe d and the 9 

equestrian trails runs very deep.  When I first boa rded my 10 

horse 35 years ago at Waters Gift on Dustin Road We st, I 11 

fell in love with the scene, beauty and pristine wi lderness 12 

of the watershed reservoir and horse trails.  Worki ng to 13 

clear and maintain them became my constant activity .  For 35 14 

years rarely a day was gone that I wasn’t out on th e trails 15 

moving branches, picking up trash, and pruning.  I’ ve worked 16 

with Chief Patrol Officers Paul Hancock and Larry Y eager and 17 

police officers Butch Abbott, Tony Fry, Ray Hall, B rad Pitt, 18 

and Cary Parrell.  Butch, Tony and Ray would once o r twice 19 

take me out on their four wheel drive, chainsaw the  trail 20 

obstacles that were beyond my capacity.  About once  a year, 21 

I went out on Patrol Officer Kevin Bode to pick up 22 

overflowing trash bags along the side of the washou t spots.   23 

  In 1983 Pat Oliva (phonetic sp.) and I succeeded 24 

in getting in an underpass available on the river u nder 25 
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Route 29 to connect the east and west trail section .  When 1 

the WSSC leased the use of the trail horse from Deb by 2 

Poole’s watershed patrol and the patrol officers we re novice 3 

riders, I was asked to accompany them on their ridi ng 4 

patrols.  I do believe I added to their safety.  On ce a year 5 

when the WSSC had their picnic at Brighton Dam picn ic area, 6 

the riders from Trout always brought four or five g entle 7 

horses for kids to ride.  It was great fun and they  loved 8 

it.   9 

  That was 15 years ago, when Waters Gift closed, I  10 

moved my horse to near Suplee House (phonetic sp.) and 11 

property next to my house.  So we now are WSSC neig hbors.  12 

Thirteen years ago with a till of supplies and a tr emendous 13 

thrill to have the WSSC commissioners have a formal  naming 14 

ceremony, named the trail the Terry Ledley Equestri an Trail.  15 

I have been very, very proud of that honor.  In rec ent 16 

years, since there is no longer a watershed patrol and since 17 

I am older and weaker, I’ve spent several hundred d ollars 18 

for help in maintaining the trails and even in fire  access 19 

road.  We equestrians have always been the eyes and  ears of 20 

the watershed.  I personally have alerted the offic ers to a 21 

tree hit by lightning and smoldering before spreadi ng to 22 

forest fire.  Right now my house has caught several  23 

teenagers with a fire going on and trash and graffi ti all 24 

over the place.  Ironically, they had started the f ire with 25 
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a school test paper and on one was the name that we  could 1 

still read.  The WSSC --  2 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  And a D. 3 

  MS. POOLE:  -- oh good you are listening to me --   4 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON: Yes.    5 

  MS. POOLE:  Yeah, a D on the test.  Once I 6 

discovered a homeless guy living in a tent, another  time I 7 

discovered a stolen canoe hidden in the woods.  Jus t 8 

recently on a point jutting out into the water, I n oticed a 9 

crudely formed circle made by bamboo poles tied tog ether and 10 

tied to trees and moved it.  In these times of shri nking 11 

budgets, many parks and reservoirs are forming, aha , 12 

volunteer patrols.  I told you all about that so yo u don’t 13 

need that.  And she has a lot of my stuff.   14 

  Okay.  I can’t possibly express how important 15 

these trails have been in my life and how they have  enriched 16 

it.  This is really a little paradise between the d ense 17 

metropolis, the horse trails are picture postcards of 18 

beautiful woods, vast distance of the water at ever y turn.  19 

The WSSC Trout and equestrians have always had a wo nderful 20 

and neutrally beneficial relationship.  I hope this  will 21 

always continue.  Thank you so much, Terry Ledley.  22 

  MS. SMET:  I hope everybody is hanging in there.  23 

Our next three speakers, Virginia Henriksen, Sandy Boyd,  24 

and Patty Sobel (phonetic sp.).  So is Virginia Hen riksen?  25 
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Great.  1 

  MS. HENRIKSEN:  Good evening.  Thank you for this  2 

opportunity to speak.  My name is Virginia Henrikse n, I’m a 3 

resident of the District of Columbia, I’m a residen t of the 4 

District of Columbia.  For almost three years, I ha ve been 5 

leasing a horse in Burtonsville, Maryland, primaril y for 6 

trail riding.  Prior to that I rode at Ready Meade 7 

Equestrian Center, which is also located on the wat ershed.  8 

Many people here tonight have spoken eloquently of the 9 

beauty of Rocky Gorge and the value of the watershe d as a 10 

wilderness escape in a densely populated urban area .  No one 11 

disputes the need to safeguard water quality.   12 

  I would like to say a few words about the economi c 13 

benefits of recreation.  I live in D.C. but I’m in 14 

Burtonsville every weekend and as a result, I buy m ost of my 15 

gas in Burtonsville, I do the majority of my grocer y 16 

shopping at the Burtonsville Giant.  I spend money in many 17 

local businesses in Laurel.  Prince George’s and Mo ntgomery 18 

counties get a far larger percent of my paycheck th an the 19 

District does.  I’m sure many recreational users of  the 20 

watershed travel a distance to ride or boat or picn ic and 21 

spend their money locally as I do.  If the watershe d is 22 

closed to recreation, those dollars go away.   23 

  As a result, some farms and small businesses will  24 

undoubtedly be lost as Barbara spoke about earlier,  further 25 
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eroding the rural character of the area.  And I als o wonder 1 

what would happen to property values if access to t he 2 

watershed is closed.  3 

  I urge WSSC as a result of this to undertake an 4 

economic impact assessment of changes to recreation  on the 5 

watershed.  I had two questions, the first one has mostly 6 

been answered by your presentation and the subseque nt 7 

discussion.  So I’ll skip my first question.  But m y second 8 

question is in 2006 there was a recreational survey  that was 9 

done by WSSC, and I’m wondering if there are plans to do 10 

another?  Because 2006 it was quite a while ago and  it 11 

sounds like recreation has changed and I think that  that 12 

would be helpful.  13 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Not that I’m aware of.  14 

  MS. HENRIKSEN:  Okay.   15 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].  16 

  MS. HENRIKSEN:  Okay.  And just in closing, it 17 

sounds to me from what I’ve heard this evening that  this 18 

study will be able to make statements about the hea lth of 19 

the trails.  But not fully quantify the impacts of the 20 

trails on sedimentation and water quality in the re servoirs.  21 

And I would urge you to expand the scope of it to l ook at 22 

runoff from the streams and other contributors of s ediment 23 

and pollution.  So that we really get a complete pi cture of 24 

what’s going on in the reservoir.  Thank you very m uch.  25 
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  MS. SMET:  Sandy Boyd?  No Sandy Boyd.  Okay.  1 

Patty Sobel?  2 

  MS. SOBEL:   Since everybody has already made 3 

every point I was going to and far more eloquently than I 4 

could, I would just respectfully request that you h ave my 5 

time passed to Lucy Ertter.   6 

  MS. SMET:  Okay.  Lucy come on down.   7 

  MS. ERTTER:  Hi.  Good evening.  My name is Lucy 8 

Ertter (phonetic sp.) and I am a horseback rider an d also 9 

one of the barn managers at West Laurel Stable, one  of the 10 

barns that abuts the WSSC property and has been eff ected by 11 

these changes.  That’s what I want to focus on toni ght, the 12 

changes that WSSC made last year requiring the ride rs to use 13 

the access road instead of the equestrian trails th at we had 14 

used for decades.  Those changes were based on clai ms that 15 

horseback riding is making the water harder to trea t and the 16 

biggest factor in causing sediment to accumulate in  the 17 

reservoir.  18 

  Well, I can’t really address the first claim, 19 

because WSSC has yet to tell us exactly how horseba ck riding 20 

is making the water harder to treat or to produce a ny data 21 

backing this assertion.   22 

  Regarding the second claim, even a casual observe r 23 

can see the striking difference in the condition of  the 24 

access road and the equestrian trails or the inner trails.  25 
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The access road merely follows the WSSC property li ne, which 1 

as steep hills along most of its length.  So it is quite 2 

susceptible to serious erosion every time it rains,  creating 3 

a rocky and badly rutted surface.  And all the dirt  that 4 

runs off goes into the creeks that are at the botto m of the 5 

hills and from there into the reservoir.   6 

  In contrast, the equestrian trails were well 7 

constructed and they’re built properly across the s lopes 8 

with switchbacks and they show little, if any signs  of 9 

erosion.  The vast majority of these trails are cov ered with 10 

leaf debris year round, which further indicates tha t they 11 

are not being eroded by either the horses or the ra in.  In 12 

the 10 years or so that I have been riding there, I  have 13 

observed no change to either the depth or width of the 14 

trails.  For the most part, they are only an inch o r two 15 

deep, which is due to compaction and lateral moveme nt of the 16 

soil, not erosion.  And this is evident by the fact  that 17 

there’s actually a lip on the downhill slide of the  slope.  18 

Okay.   19 

  From my observations, the biggest source of 20 

erosion on the watershed is rainfall.  Especially o n the 21 

access road where there is no vegetation to prevent  the soil 22 

from running into the creeks that empty into the re servoir.  23 

A few of these creeks are already plagued by extens ive scour 24 

which is large sections of their banks having washe d away 25 
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sending many cubic feet of dirt downstream and into  the 1 

reservoir.   2 

  Clogged culverts running under the access road ar e 3 

another problem.  One culvert blockage has already resulted 4 

in the entire access road being washed away and ano ther 5 

appears, at least one other appears to be on the ve rge of 6 

the same disaster.  The equestrians have volunteere d many 7 

hours of their time working on these and related pr oblems, 8 

and we are eager to continue as partners in this ef fort.   9 

  MS. SMET:  Thank you.  Next up I have Denise 10 

Raynor, Peter Shumacher and Fran Koch (phonetic sp. ).  So is 11 

Denise Raynor here?   12 

  MS. RAYNOR:  Terry Ledley’s equestrian trail 13 

honoring 20 years of volunteer service, 1998.  This  is a 14 

sign that greets you from my location at the WSSC p roperty 15 

that surrounds Rocky Gorge Reservoir in Laurel, Mar yland.  16 

My name is Denise Raynor and I’m the caregiver of t he horses 17 

in our neighborhood barn.  This has been my job for  the past 18 

six years.  It has no bells or whistles, it has hor ses.  And 19 

it had 40 miles of riding trails.  That’s what drew  me to 20 

this barn in 1996, 16 years ago.  My business has s uffered 21 

significant loss since WSSC made a change in our us e of the 22 

trails.   23 

  When an interested horseback rider inquires about  24 

our barn and learns our trails are those associated  with 25 
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WSSC, they’re disappointed and say they are looking  for a 1 

location with use of trails for horseback riding.  Having 2 

the privilege and the use of the riding trails mean s 3 

everything to me and my business.  Without them, I honestly 4 

have nothing.  WSSC is not interested in me or my b usiness 5 

at this time.  But once upon a time, I honestly bel ieve they 6 

did.  WSSC and Terry Ledley worked in unison to pro tect and 7 

preserve the miles of trails between Sutley (phonet ic sp.) 8 

Boat Ramp and Route 29.  She enlisted the help of t he 9 

equestrian community to work with her in her effort s to 10 

comply and respect with what she was determined to make as 11 

her personal mission.  She was the team leader for the 12 

general riding population, encouraging us to always  be 13 

vigilant with regards to the trails or reservoir an d to 14 

report any suspicious activity to the various conta cts we 15 

had at WSSC.  16 

  In some cases, it might be an individual riding a  17 

dirt bike or someone who had started a fire.  We sh ould be a 18 

great value to WSSC as well as a benefit in the pre servation 19 

of the reservoir and its surroundings by being visi ble eyes 20 

and ears on horseback, as we’ve heard many times th is 21 

evening.  One can’t help but ask what has changed w ithin 22 

WSSC since the time Terry Ledley was honored by WSS C.  23 

Nearly 14 additional years have passed and Terry an d the 24 

riding community has continued to be a great source  of aid 25 
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to the trails and surrounding area of Rocky Gorge r eservoir.   1 

  And the only other additional point I wanted to 2 

make is I just found it interesting that prior to S eptember 3 

11th, the trails and reservoir were additionally pa trolled 4 

by WSSC employees on horseback.  And you know they were 5 

right there with us, shoulder to shoulder with the riding 6 

effort.  So thank you very much for this time this evening.  7 

  MS. SMET:  Peter?  8 

  MR. SHUMACHER:  Hello, thank you.  First off, I 9 

appreciate the chance to give some input from EA 10 

Engineering, that’s something that WSSC has not pro vided 11 

stakeholders a chance to have a say in the changes in the 12 

watershed and the watershed access.  13 

  I live in Laurel, Maryland.  I’m a heavy WSSC 14 

watershed user.  I own a home bordering Rocky Gorge .  Until 15 

recently I had six boats in my garage, but I’m down  to five.  16 

I’d like to say that WSSC reservoirs are my sole so urce of 17 

exercise, stress relief and adventure.  I don’t go to the 18 

gym, I don’t go jogging, I don’t play team sports, I go 19 

paddling.  I go paddling about 100 times a year.  20 

  Yesterday, Father’s Day, we had three generations  21 

of Shumacher’s out on Rocky Gorge.  Myself, my fath er and my 22 

son, and my dad got his best largemouth ever, 22 in ches.  23 

But it’s a secret spot.   24 

  I’m gravely concerned with the increasing access 25 
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restrictions on the people to their water.  For the  record, 1 

in 2002 when I moved in adjacent to the watershed, the hours 2 

of access were sunrise until one hour after sunset,  and 3 

March 1st until December 15th.  Since then WSSC has  4 

arbitrarily and without stakeholder input reduced t he access 5 

period by two months, eliminating March and elimina ting 6 

November 15th to December 15th.  They have also dur ing that 7 

period reduced the fishing day from one hour after sunset to 8 

sunset.   9 

  You know, we understand reasonable restrictions t o 10 

access and I think that the community, the fishing community 11 

can live with sunrise to sunset, as you know for sa fety 12 

considerations.  However, the loss of March and Nov ember 13 

15th to December 15th, I feel have no scientific ba sis and 14 

have hurt the citizens.  As an example of reasonabl e use, I 15 

think we should look to the Baltimore reservoirs li ke 16 

Liberty, which have the same fundamental purpose.   17 

  Today I went to the web and I looked at the 18 

Baltimore reservoirs permitted activities and I’m r eading 19 

directly from a webpage.  Permitted activities.  Th e 20 

following recreational activities which have minima l impact 21 

on the natural environment are permitted with some 22 

restrictions described hereinafter within areas of the water 23 

quality management areas open to the public.  Bikin g in 24 

approved areas, fishing from watercraft, bank fishi ng, use 25 



DW  64 

 

of watercraft, picnicking, no fires, hiking, horseb ack 1 

riding, bow and arrow hunting, skeet shooting, bird  watching 2 

and golf.   3 

  Moreover, the Baltimore reservoirs are open from 4 

March 1st until December 31st of every year, weathe r 5 

permitting.   6 

  In summary, in the heavily industrialized Route 1  7 

corridor, citizens need access to wild spaces for e xercise, 8 

stress relief and family gatherings and nature enjo yment.  9 

I’m gravely concerned that WSSC is headed in the wr ong 10 

direction in this regard in attempts to further res trict 11 

access and in fact, not rolling back the current 12 

restrictions, the limitations I just discussed, wil l meet 13 

with vigorous political opposition from fisherman w ho 14 

clearly are the least organized group of stakeholde rs.  15 

Thank you for your time.  16 

  MS. SMET:  Fran?  Right in front of me.  17 

  MS. KOCH:  Hi.  It’s nice to be here tonight.  My   18 

name is Fran Koch, I live in Silver Spring, Marylan d.  I am 19 

a horseback rider and horse owner.  Please help me 20 

understand how an issue can be brought up over one year ago 21 

without having any documentation to support the iss ue as it 22 

relates to horses and horse trails on the WSSC prop erty.  It 23 

is not rocket science, it is simply commonsense.  F irst of 24 

all, any evidence of an issue that WSSC is concerne d with 25 
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should have been presented prior to and along with the 1 

notice to alter slash discontinue the use of the ho rse 2 

trails on WSSC’s property.  Secondly, the firebreak  has not 3 

been addressed at all by the WSSC.   4 

  Many years ago, the firebreak on the WSSC propert y 5 

had been maintained by WSSC.  That has not been the  case for 6 

at least a decade.  It should be of the utmost impo rtance to 7 

the WSSC that the firebreak be maintained at all ti mes for 8 

obvious reasons, in case of fire, it provides a fir ebreak to 9 

prevent the spread of fire, not only to the entire WSSC 10 

property, but to houses and properties that exist o utside of 11 

the WSSC property allows for fire trucks slash equi pment and 12 

WSSC vehicles to access the WSSC property et cetera .   13 

  Due to the lack of maintenance, the firebreak has  14 

gone over and eroded terribly and in some areas act ually 15 

imploded.  And as a result, there is no longer, the re no 16 

longer is a recognizable firebreak.   17 

  Please restore dignity, respect and integrity to 18 

the WSSC by addressing the real issue at hand.  Whe n and why 19 

did the WSSC stop maintaining the firebreak, what w ere the 20 

funds of the maintenance of such use for instead, w hy are 21 

horse trails on WSSC’s property being the focus of the 22 

erosion and water quality issue and the WSSC has ne ver 23 

explained nor brought into focus the condition of t he WSSC 24 

firebreak, and how that affects the water quality, erosion, 25 
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et cetera.   1 

  Evidence to support the WSSC’s position needs to 2 

be presented prior to any decision to close off sla sh alter 3 

use of horse trails instead of the other way around , which 4 

has been to close off slash alter, the use of horse  trails 5 

and then attempt to find evidence to support the cl osure by 6 

WSSC.  7 

  Something is very wrong with this approach.  8 

Please help me to understand why the WSSC should no t be held 9 

accountable for the condition of the firebreak and the 10 

effects it has on the water quality and erosion as well as 11 

providing evidence prior to taking action on claims  being 12 

made by the WSSC.  Thank you.  13 

  MS. SMET:  Our next few speakers, next up James 14 

Putman and Dennis Webb and Dana Grabiner (phonetic sp.).  So 15 

James?    16 

  MR. PUTMAN:  Good evening.  I’m James Putman, I’m  17 

a long term resident of the watershed.  My property  borders 18 

WSSC property and WSSC has a dedicated access road from the 19 

east end of Dustin Road that crosses my property an d that of 20 

two of my neighbors to get to the fire trail.  I’ve  also 21 

spent many hours in the last several decades mainta ining 22 

that fire trail, it’s fairly badly eroded next to m y 23 

property.  I’ve moved lots of fallen [indiscernible ] off of 24 

the fire trail, so yeah, just like that, no with my  tractor 25 
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with a front bucket so that fire vehicles can hopef ully get 1 

up and down that trial.  But you have listened toni ght to a 2 

lot of issues that really aren’t much of a problem.   3 

  I would like to address your attention to what th e 4 

real problems are with the watershed.  I guess I th ink it’s 5 

vitally important to recognize that the watershed c onsists 6 

of all that acreage which drains to the river, not just the 7 

land and the water owned by WSSC.  The built on low  density 8 

agricultural or residential portion of the surround ing land 9 

is also pretty well protected from environmental de gradation 10 

just as the Rocky Gorge, as the WSSC property is.  The 11 

undeveloped portion of the watershed that goes all the way 12 

down to Route 198, that’s where the bulk of the ris k is.  13 

  Due to time restrictions, I want to focus just on  14 

a couple of narrow issues.  I want to talk for a mi nute 15 

about the private institutional facilities, PIF Pol icy, as 16 

amended in 2005 by Montgomery County.  The PIF Poli cy is 17 

part of the 2003 to 2012 Comprehensive Water Supply  and 18 

Sewage Systems Plan.  Briefly, the PIF Policy conce rns 19 

certain exceptions to environmental regulations for  the 20 

benefit of institutional developers.  It was a well -21 

intentioned policy that has unintended consequences  with 22 

disastrous environmental potential for the water su pply.  23 

  Most PIF applications are either academic or 24 

religious in nature.  We have no quarrel with acade mics or 25 
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religion.  I’ve benefited a lot from both.  The dev elopers 1 

that are looking for parcels for these kinds of use rs are 2 

looking for large parcels of land which are difficu lt to 3 

find within the existing sewer envelope which is re ally 4 

pretty much south of Route 198, in the Patuxent and  Little 5 

Patuxent Watershed where there is sewage.  In the w atershed 6 

there are large undeveloped parcels which are very,  very 7 

attractive.  The parcels are generally zoned for si ngle 8 

house residential or agriculture use served by well  and 9 

septic, has stringent impervious coverage and fores tation 10 

limits.  They’re zoned that way on purpose to prote ct the 11 

watershed.  But PIF developers always want high den sity 12 

usages.  They want to run sewer lines through the w atershed 13 

and want high impervious coverage allowances.  Any of these 14 

will inevitably pollute the watershed, perpetuating  the PIF 15 

defeats the whole purpose of the watershed environm ental 16 

protection.  WSSC needs to go on record against PIF  usages 17 

in the greater Patuxent Watershed.   18 

  One more brief thing.  A law passed in 2000 by th e 19 

U.S. Congress, the Religious Land Use and An 20 

Institutionalized Persons Act.   How those two got together, 21 

I’ll never know.  Known as RLUIPA, sought to protec t against 22 

religious discrimination in land use cases.  It’s a  noble 23 

goal, but the authors also specifically stated the generally 24 

accepted zoning and environmental restrictions were  not 25 
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impacted by the legislation.  None the less, opport unistic 1 

organizations have used or attempted to use RLUIPA to evade 2 

legitimate environmental protection needs.  In a re cent very 3 

nearby case, a federal judge has ruled that a juris diction 4 

failed to demonstrate the compelling need for envir onmental 5 

restrictions on Rocky Gorge Reservoir Watershed lan d.  Note 6 

that the judge did not find the environmental conce rns 7 

invalid, just that the supporting evidence was not presented 8 

in court.  Many of you in this room know the proper ty that I 9 

refer to.  10 

  Any watershed protection plan for this watershed 11 

must address the need to update the PIF Policy, and  must 12 

substantiate the compelling need for environmental 13 

protection of our water supply and wasting time on these 14 

tiny little usages of boaters, horseback riders, hi kers, 15 

they help the watershed and protect it.  And I’ve s een them 16 

for two decades do that from my own property.  17 

Unfortunately, I’m afraid we’re wasting our resourc es 18 

solving an non-existence problem when this huge pro blem of 19 

development is staring us in the face.   20 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  Yep.  21 

  MR. PUTMAN:  Thank you.  22 

  MS. SMET:  Is there a Dennis Webb?  Yes.  23 

  MR. WEBB:  Excuse me, my name is Dennis Webb.  I’ m 24 

a resident of West Laurel, and my wife and I own a small 25 
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private horse farm which abuts the buffer zone of W SSC.  I 1 

am an equestrian of course and frequent rider on th e, 2 

especially on the Terry Ledley trails.  3 

  Tonight, I’ll be speaking on more about my 4 

activities of the West Laurel Civic Association.  W LCA, I’ll 5 

use that as the abbreviation now, WLCA filed an MPI A request 6 

to WSSC asking and I quote, review all data studies  and 7 

other technical materials underlying changes in WSS C’s 8 

regulations to ban riding on equestrian trail and m ove the 9 

equestrian use to the access road and secondly to p rohibit 10 

use of the Patuxent Reservoir Watershed by equestri an and 11 

other uses between November 15th and April 1st of e ach year.   12 

  And to minimize the overall effort, WSSC asked 13 

that the Civic Association just search through docu ments 14 

that were provided earlier for an MPIA and select t hose that 15 

were relevant to the present MPIA and in fact one o f the 16 

people in the audience, Patty Sobel and I were the ones who 17 

were elected to review these documents.  18 

  The general conclusion was that most of the 19 

documents provided little or no information pertain ing to 20 

this decision to implement the changes on equestria n trails.  21 

But there was one in there, again, we felt highly r elevant 22 

and it’s been referred to by one of the previous sp eakers.  23 

And this particular document presented calculations  by the 24 

now defunct Environmental Advisory Committee, the A .C. to 25 
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WSSC as to damage to the reservoir caused by the eq uestrian, 1 

and it also included a section critiqued by WSSC on  the 2 

initial calculations.  3 

  Using very simple geometrical arguments, in other  4 

words, what’s the length of the trail, the width of  the 5 

trail and estimated amount of erosion, the A.C. as mentioned 6 

earlier could close this somewhere between maybe .0 1 percent 7 

and .001 percent of the sediment in the reservoir i s caused 8 

by the, I don’t know if I mentioned that, that WSSC  actually 9 

provided the number for the total sediment in the 10 

reservoirs, it’s on one of their documents.  And to  even get 11 

the trail to produce 1 percent of the reservoir sed iment, 12 

you’d have to erosion 10 feet deep.  So you know th is is 13 

clearly nonsense.  This is clearly nonsense.  14 

  The WSSC said that many of these assumptions were  15 

erroneous and their response, I’m, I don’t recollec t, 16 

recollect the exact corrections.  We actually were prevented 17 

from making copies of the documents because of disp ute with 18 

a previous MPIA request.  But even if we were assum e they 19 

were 100 percent correct, that conclusion is the sa me, it’s 20 

inconsequential contribution by the horses.   21 

  The A.C. also calculated another, did another 22 

calculation of the phosphorus level and that is men tioned 23 

earlier, is also negligible, less than one hundred thousands 24 

of a total phosphorous and things that have been me ntioned 25 
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earlier.  I mean there were deer, there were geese,  there 1 

are dogs and then all the runoff problems, which re ally 2 

dominate everything weren’t mentioned.  3 

  Again, WSSC disputed some of these assumptions, 4 

but the overall conclusion there was a factor of tw o here 5 

and three here, et cetera, et cetera, was the same.   It 6 

really had no effect on the trail.  The other part of the 7 

WLCA request relates to closing in the winter month s and 8 

that’s already been addressed adequately before.  T he fact 9 

that the months in the winter are really the least rain in 10 

the year.  But I’d also add another point.  I think  this is 11 

totally irrelevant because we as horseback riders d on’t ride 12 

when it’s wet anyway.  We’ve been cautioned not to and in my 13 

observation, most horseback riders do observe this.   We 14 

don’t ride when it’s wet.   15 

  So the bottom line is we have found nothing in th e 16 

WSSC documents reviewed to justify the WSSC changes  to the 17 

use of equestrian trails and we’re still waiting to  hear 18 

some of that information.  Thank you.  19 

  MS. SMET:  Dana?  20 

  MS. GRABINER:  Hello.  Good evening.  My name is 21 

Dana Grabiner and I’m a horse owner that boards at Debby 22 

Poole’s barn, and I ride the trails as often as I c an.  23 

There’s several of us who board at Debby’s place th at are 24 

here tonight.  25 
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  I would say good evening to the EA staff, and 1 

Council Member Layman, thank you very much for bein g here 2 

personally and fellow trail lovers.  3 

  Let me say a couple of things about good data and  4 

bad data.  Thanks to the analytical skills of membe rs within 5 

Trout that you heard from tonight, I’m sorry, the d ata that 6 

WSSC staff was relying on to target equestrian acti vities 7 

was found to be wrong.  You’ve heard other people s ay it 8 

more eloquently than I, about this data.  It didn’t  rain 9 

mostly in the winter, water quality had not proved to suffer 10 

from equestrian use, equestrian use had not degrade d the 11 

trails.  Horse manure is not the risk to the waters hed that 12 

staff says it is.  The data is wrong.   13 

  For the degradation to occur, the WSSC is blaming  14 

horses for, we would have to drag truckloads of man ure 15 

behind us every time we, we rode.  I mean, come on.   My 16 

horse won’t even poop on a trail, I, I don’t know s he just 17 

doesn’t.  Anyway, you know what the enemy is in all  of this.  18 

It’s bad data.   19 

  When you said, Mike, that you were going to use 20 

WSSC’s data, I felt a chill.  I, I really did.  Bec ause 21 

someone is using that data to tell the commission, the WSSC 22 

Commissioners, hey, and pardon the pun, if we get r id of 23 

these riders, we’ll save the watershed from the bri nk of 24 

disaster.  Problem solved, right?  Well, we had to tell the 25 
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Commission you’re solving a problem that doesn’t ex ist.  1 

Good try, it doesn’t exist.  The data doesn’t suppo rt it.  2 

We were thrilled when a couple of commission member s and 3 

elected officials came out to look at the trails fo r 4 

themselves, a lot of eyes were opened that day.  Wh at I can 5 

say is WSSC is a public utility and we are the rate  payers.  6 

There are WSSC commissioners who provide oversight,  there 7 

are interested council, County Council members from  several 8 

different counties that have expressed interest in this, and 9 

many of the elected officials that we’ve contacted agree 10 

with us, that we do have a say in this issue.  11 

  And what I have to say is this recommendation of 12 

closing the trails to us, is based on poor data.  W e’ve said 13 

it over and over again.  I ask you to carefully loo k at the 14 

data analysis that one of our speakers tonight, Bar bara 15 

Sollner-Webb has provided, Barbara has the scientif ic chops 16 

to obtain and interpret this data.  Have you seen t he 17 

woman’s resume?  I mean she, she can, she can back up what 18 

she’s saying.  Her interpretation is quite differen t from 19 

what WSSC members have been told.   20 

  So I’m looking for a good faith effort to get goo d 21 

data to share it with us, let us help you with the benefit 22 

of a lot of knowledge of the data over many, many y ears, 23 

when you’re doing your study.  And I do thank EA En gineering 24 

for having this meeting tonight.  I appreciate your  time.  25 
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  MS. SMET:  Thank you.  It’s after nine, so we’re 1 

running a little long, but I have about six more sp eakers 2 

that I’m aware of.  So we’re going to allow them th eir 3 

opportunity to speak and then I’ll do a check in to  see if 4 

there are others we’ve missed and then we can wrap up.  So 5 

the next three I have, Priscilla Huffman, Maria Sch wartz and 6 

Laurel Santamarina.  So Priscilla?  7 

  MS. HUFFMAN:  Well I believe a good point can’t b e 8 

made too many times.  And the trails I’m referring to 9 

tonight are the, what we’re calling the old equestr ian 10 

trails, not the trails designated in this booklet.  11 

  So thank you again for this opportunity to presen t 12 

comments to the Patuxent Reservoir Stakeholder’s Me eting.  13 

My name is Priscilla Huffman, I do live in Timonium , 14 

Maryland which is located in North Baltimore County , but 15 

have ridden the Rocky Gorge trails for many years.  And I am 16 

speaking tonight as a representative of Trail Rider s of 17 

Today, Trout, it’s a trail preservation equestrian group, 18 

more than 700 members and we’re located in Maryland  and the 19 

surrounding areas.  Trout is fortunate to have memb ers who 20 

have extensive training in creating sustainable non -eroding 21 

trails, one of them is here tonight, Pat Oliva (pho netic 22 

sp.), as well as experienced volunteer park rangers  for 23 

various Maryland park systems and some avid 24 

environmentalists.  25 
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  Trailer Riders of Today has a long history of 1 

working with Washington Suburban Sanity Commission,  2 

watershed patrol staff in providing stewardship for  the 3 

Rocky Gorge Reservoir Trail System.  Our relationsh ips were 4 

always cordial.  WSSC designed much of the original  trail 5 

system and over the years many work days were sched uled 6 

where both equestrians and WSSC watershed patrol st aff 7 

participated in providing maintenance for various p arts of 8 

the trail system.  We worked well together.  9 

  Trout and other equestrians have respected and 10 

valued this relationship and we’ve always been keen ly aware 11 

of how fortunate we are to have access to these 12 

magnificently beautiful trails.  We’ve worked hard over the 13 

past 25 plus years to ensure that the trail system was 14 

sustainable so that we could continue to enjoy alon g with 15 

other user groups our mini wilderness just minutes from 16 

Interstate 95.  WSSC honored the trail maintenance after one 17 

of our founding members, as you’ve heard tonight, w ith a 18 

plaque designating one of our trails as the Terry L edley 19 

Trail.  And I would also like to comment that Barba ra and 20 

Dennis Webb have one, have also been very significa nt 21 

contributors to trail maintenance.  22 

  The best testimony to the environmental soundness  23 

of the horse trails really is to see them first han d.  An 24 

onsite inspection of the trails system guided by so meone who 25 
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is thoroughly familiar with the trails will demonst rate that 1 

there is little erosion on the old designated horse  trails 2 

which are the trails we want to continue to ride on , even 3 

though they’ve been ridden for many years.  The maj or 4 

erosion that exists is on the perimeter firebreak t rail and 5 

you’ve heard a lot about that tonight.  That has al ways been 6 

off limits to horses, we were never allowed to ride  on those 7 

trails, that erosion is not from horses.  It’s from  the 8 

trail design.   9 

  In the few areas where the trails currently excee d 10 

the desired distance limit from the reservoir trail , Trout 11 

has volunteered to assist to work with WSSC in relo cating 12 

some of those sections of the trail to higher groun d.  13 

  Water quality is a concern for everyone, whether 14 

or not you’re a current user of the watershed area.   It’s 15 

important to note that this is not an area of high horse 16 

concentrated traffic.  There are no places on the t rail 17 

system where horses stand tied for any length of ti me.  18 

Primarily, the equestrian use is from land owners n ear the 19 

watershed area or small boarding facilities, as you ’ve heard 20 

tonight, which have provided much support for the t rail 21 

maintenance over the years.  22 

  And another example of our maintenance has been a n 23 

excellent stewardship that we’ve done is that one o f our 24 

Trout members identifying while riding on the trail s a large 25 
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sediment deposit from a highway construction projec t, you’ve 1 

heard about that and Maryland Department of the Env ironment 2 

was notified and subsequently estimated that a 15 t o 50,000 3 

tons of sediment was averted from entering the wate rshed and 4 

that was due to our being out there on the trails l ooking 5 

and alerting Maryland Department of Environment to this, 6 

WSSC didn’t know anything about it.  7 

  We urge anyone involved with the current ongoing 8 

study to personally visit the trail areas and obser ve the 9 

lack of erosion and most importantly to ensure that  current 10 

and future users can continue to enjoy this most pr ecious 11 

and valued resource.  Thank you.  12 

(End of Tape Two, Side One) 13 

  MS. SCHWARTZ:  I’m a trail rider, I don’t do 14 

anything else except trail ride.  I moved to my hom e in 1986 15 

because there I could ride to the trails from my ho me 16 

without having a trailer, because I’m not a rich tr ail 17 

rider, I’m just a, in fact, I’m very poor.  You tal k about, 18 

you know, boats are a hole that you pour your money  into, so 19 

kind of a horse, but they’re worth it.   20 

  I support the comments of my fellow stakeholders a 21 

major of this evening, but their comments underscor e my 22 

frustration with the meetings that are being held t his week 23 

to discuss the Triadelphia and Rocky Gorge Watershe d Study.  24 

I am frustrated that I was unable to participate in  these 25 
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meetings the way that I would like to because of th e lack of 1 

information on this study.  2 

  After the announcement that EA would be conductin g 3 

a study and was looking for stakeholders, I called EA to let 4 

them know I would like to participate as a stakehol der.  The 5 

person that took my call did not know about the stu dy and 6 

did not even know to whom in the organization I cou ld talk 7 

to about the study.  But I was told that someone wo uld call 8 

me back.  No one did.  So two weeks later, I called  a second 9 

time and spoke with a gentleman and he told me that  he 10 

couldn’t give me any information and suggested that  if I 11 

wanted any information I would have to get it from the WSSC.  12 

To accomplish that I made a very limited request fo r 13 

documents specifically related to the study through  a 14 

Maryland Public Information Act request.  WSSC resp onded 15 

that this was such a huge request that they needed an 16 

additional 30 days to work on it.  When the WSSC wr ote to 17 

say that they had completed their document review, they 18 

indicated that they were charging me for six and a half 19 

hours of time, including other expenses related to their 20 

search for a grand total of over $450 plus.  This d id not 21 

include copying fees.  Because this is a great deal  of money 22 

and I plan to use the documents to share with my fe llow 23 

equestrians, I requested a waiver of the fee based on the 24 

fact that having these documents is necessary to be  an 25 
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informed stakeholder and therefore in the public in terest.  1 

WSSC e-mailed a response that they were sending my request 2 

to their general manager.  Rather than next receivi ng an 3 

answer to my request for a waiver, I received a sec ond bill 4 

for the WSSC search time.  I thought this was just an error 5 

and they had sent it out not realizing that I reque sted a 6 

waiver.  However, the next time I heard from WSSC, it was 7 

again to request payment for their search and infor m me that 8 

if I didn’t pay the fee, they would turn this over to their 9 

legal department.  10 

  What the WSSC action in this situation indicates 11 

to me that is that WSSC does not want educated stak eholders.  12 

They want to keep us in the dark and this leads me to ask 13 

the question why.  And in response to that question , I 14 

believe that WSSC has a hidden agenda.  And it appe ars that 15 

their hidden agenda not only includes equestrians, whose 16 

horses supposedly are fouling our drinking water, b ut also 17 

boaters, fishermen, picnickers and all the folks wh o 18 

treasure and generally use watershed resources.  19 

  While it’s not pleasant, but understandable, when  20 

an ex-spouse has a hidden agenda, or the person try ing to 21 

sell you something for more than it’s worth has a h idden 22 

agenda, it is not okay for county, state or federal  23 

representatives to have hidden agendas.  In fact, i t is 24 

contrary to good government.  The communication of 25 
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information is critically important in a health dem ocracy.  1 

This means that our representatives must be as tran sparent 2 

as possible in their interactions with the public.  My real 3 

fear, and the reason I’m here today to speak to thi s 4 

assembly, is that I believe that something is rotte n in 5 

Denmark.  6 

  While we are laying off teachers and curtailing 7 

other services in Maryland, we are apparently payin g EA 8 

$225,000 to scope out a study that no one outside o f the 9 

WSSC can see a basis for.  And neither EA nor WSSC is 10 

forthcoming and help us understand the issues at ha nd.   11 

  Instead, while statements are made and published 12 

in papers, such as The Washington Post, which for p eople not 13 

familiar with the watershed read and respond to wit h oh my 14 

goodness, horses are pooping in our drinking water.   The 15 

groundless impression that the WSSC is creating is so wrong 16 

on so many levels, one might find it hard to figure  out 17 

where to start.  I am honestly not sure of the resu lts of 18 

any study that WSSC initiates on this issue will no t be 19 

skewed to serve the WSSC’s own hidden agenda.   20 

  I believe that when this is all said and done, 21 

especially if Phase 1 of the study of the concludes  that 22 

there is no basis to proceed to Phase 2 of the stud y, the 23 

Office of Legislative Audits should take a serious look at 24 

the actions the WSSC has engaged in over the last y ear and a 25 
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half.  Thank you very much.  1 

  MS. SMET:  Laurel?  2 

  MS. SANTAMARINA:  Hi, already we’ve heard from 3 

sort of everybody.  I am Laurel Santamarina, I am a n avid 4 

equestrian.  I also have a degree in engineering wi th a 5 

heavy emphasis on environmental engineering.  And a lso the 6 

daughter of a biologist and botanist who is a serio us 7 

conservationist and environmentalist.  8 

  So to say that equestrians and just a few horses 9 

that ride there per week are polluting the water, i s 10 

honestly preposterous.  You know but we all know th at.  But 11 

with that said, people haven’t actually been on the  trails, 12 

the trails aren’t really like a horse trail like yo u would 13 

picture a big horse trail, they’re like a beautiful  little 14 

path through the woods with ferns on either side.  My horse, 15 

I have an enormously large horse, I have a Friesian , those 16 

trails are very technical.  When I ride, I have to be on my 17 

A game, or I’m going to get my knee taken off.  So there’s 18 

no widening and in the four years that I’ve been th ere, they 19 

haven’t changed.   And Terry Ledley and, and many 20 

equestrians have been maintaining it what, 35 years  at 21 

least.  But the big deal is in the four years I’ve been 22 

there, I’ve only seen two patrol officers, and they  were 23 

only in the parking lot and never got out of their car.  24 

There’s nobody back there, except for us.  We’re th e only 25 
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ones watching the area and protecting it.  The only  ones.  1 

Anyone else that’s out there, shouldn’t be there un less 2 

they’re a licensed, a licensed holder.  And in my o pinion 3 

they should allow equestrians who are willing to ri de and 4 

watch it, they don’t have to spend money.  We’ll do  it 5 

lovingly do it, with grins on our faces.  We should  be able 6 

to ride the entire reservoir, the Howard side too.  How come 7 

Howard County doesn’t have an equestrian trail?  Wh at are 8 

they some --  9 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  They used to.  They closed 10 

them down when I was a [indiscernible].  11 

  MS. SANTAMARINA:  Right.  Right.  And all of 12 

those, all of that stuff that you’re finding on tha t side, 13 

that wouldn’t be there, if we were riding there.  S o we 14 

should be policing the entire amount.  A few more h orses on 15 

that side, negligible compared to the benefit, the keeping 16 

people from doing autocross, setting fires, campers , all of 17 

that that shouldn’t be there that, that put, and a serious 18 

fire risk.  And because they’re not maintaining the  Jeep 19 

Trail at all, like at all, like nix, no way, if the re is a 20 

fire there, the homeowners, there’s no way for them  really 21 

get back there.  There’s no way that they’re going to be 22 

able to successfully put out that fire.  The homeow ners who 23 

surround it are kind of, they’re in trouble.  So th ey either 24 

have to maintain the Jeep Trail and we’ll police it .  They 25 
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don’t have to spend it, we’ll call in everything, g ladly.  1 

We always ride with our cell phones.  2 

  So I ask that they please give us our full rights  3 

back, riding all year round, even though I’m suppos edly not 4 

allowed to ride there, I have my horseback riding l icense, 5 

which I bought in good faith, hoping that they will  restore 6 

our rights.  They are the most beautiful trails I h ave ever 7 

in my life had the privilege to ride.  Please do no t keep 8 

people from riding them.  It would be just a traged y, an 9 

absolute tragedy.  Thank you very much.  10 

  MS. SMET:  I have three more speaker, Alice 11 

Ortuzar (phonetic sp.), Thomas Porter and Ravi Khan na.  Is 12 

Alice here?   13 

  MS. ORTUZAR:  My name is Alice Ortuzar and I’ve 14 

lived in the Ashton and Burkeville area a long time  and I 15 

really am saddened by this effort to restrict eques trian 16 

use, to restrict recreational uses, I’m a watershed  steward.  17 

I’ve had to destroy my watershed friendly yard at l east four 18 

times where people all around me dump these toxic c hemicals 19 

and intensively mow so all the CO2 and the chemical s are 20 

getting into our watersheds because no state or cou nty storm 21 

water management regulation includes lawns and yard s.  Turf 22 

grasses is the largest land mass in the Chesapeake Bay 23 

Watershed and it contributes the highest amount of 24 

pollutants into all of the watersheds and they are totally 25 
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unregulated.   1 

  My other concern is additional areas of the 2 

hypocrisy regarding development.  I can remember fi ghting a 3 

development on the Triadelphia, where they were goi ng to put 4 

septic tanks within 500 feet of the reservoir.  So you have 5 

all of these, these controversial issues and to foc us on 6 

equestrian uses it really is focusing on the minor issues.  7 

I remember in 1993 when the County approved sand mo unds for 8 

areas that didn’t perk.  And those are extremely 9 

experimental.  They are so complicated that it just  was, and 10 

was also a way to intensify the development.  So I would 11 

encourage the equestrian community in particular to  focus on 12 

what is not being addressed that is causing a lot o f 13 

pollution and a lot of harm in our watershed areas,  the 14 

inter-county connector destroyed an enormous amount  of 15 

valuable resources that we need for the bay and tra ded 16 

trees, WSSC trees that were never intended to be de stroyed.  17 

So it was the completely dishonest trade and everyt hing was 18 

lost.  And we’re still denuding hillsides, we’re st ill clear 19 

cutting.  Nothing is changing in terms of the pract ices that 20 

are really harming our watersheds and our water sou rces.  So 21 

I would encourage you to focus on that and I have t o say I’m 22 

on the Customer Advisory Board at WSSC.  I see an e normous 23 

amount of waste, wasted water, watering their parki ng lots, 24 

and their sidewalks.  Turf grass where they should have 25 
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conservation plantings and when they felt that the CAB was 1 

paying too close attention to customer complaints a nd we 2 

tried to focus on the problems that WSSC of leakage , of lack 3 

of maintenance, they dissolved one of the boards th at we 4 

were working on to address the customer complaints.   And 5 

have really completely ignored us as the Customer A dvisory 6 

Board. So there’s a lot of housecleaning that needs  to take 7 

place on that side.  Thank you.  8 

  MR. PORTER:  I’m Thomas Porter, I see the faithfu l 9 

few are still here.  I suppose in a way this whole meeting 10 

is, we’re kind of talking to each other and unfortu nately, 11 

WSSC, unless I’m mistaken, are not here.  But the f act that 12 

there is a, there is somebody here, wonderful.  I, I suppose 13 

that the, the list of things that are put up here w ill 14 

certainly be reflected in the notes because I think  we’ve 15 

heard some very valuable things here.   16 

  Our family has moved back to Maryland, this is my  17 

third time in Maryland after about 10 years living away 18 

living in, in the Middle East and the Mediterranean , we 19 

actually lived on a sailboat on the Chesapeake and sailed 20 

all 12 months of the year on the Chesapeake.  So I actually 21 

would be in favor of, of wondering why the restrict ions are 22 

for the winter months at all.  My interest does not  happen 23 

to be equestrian, although I certainly appreciate a ll the 24 

people who have spoken to that.  But I have very mu ch 25 
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enjoyed being on the water and walking along the sh ores and 1 

even picking up trash along the way, just to, to tr y to keep 2 

the place clean.  3 

  It happens to be that this dam was built the same  4 

year that I was made, 1952, and that I was born, an d as I 5 

think back I cannot imagine that anybody thought th at this 6 

property, the management of this property would som ehow be 7 

separated from the users.  It seems to me that it s till 8 

belongs to all of the people of the communities and  I really 9 

suppose that we need to address our real concerns t o the 10 

Government leadership that manages and makes these rules, 11 

and I think several good suggestions have been made  this 12 

evening.  So I hope that some of the restrictions c an be 13 

eliminated and removed and that we can all continue  to enjoy 14 

this wonderful treasure.   15 

  MR. KHANNA:  I guess I’m last.   16 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  But not least. 17 

  MR. KHANNA:  Yeah, I didn’t have anything 18 

prepared, I wanted to listen and listen to everybod y else 19 

before I said anything.  And my conclusions are thi s, number 20 

one, I agree with Pete that the equestrian lobby is  21 

tremendous, fantastic way to go.  I wish we were fi sherman 22 

were anywhere as near as vocal and supportive.  But  I do 23 

believe that we need to go back to the old rules ab out 24 

lengthening the fishing and boating season and I al so feel 25 
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like the crux of the problem is that the charter fo r the 1 

WSSC is focused solely on drinking water.  And when  you have 2 

such a narrow focus on their charter, it doesn’t le ave any 3 

room for the balance that we all see is needed for these 4 

public use facilities and land resources.  And I th ink the 5 

politicians and the people going through the politi cians 6 

need to work through that avenue to change that cha rter to 7 

make it so that there’s a balanced approach to the land 8 

mass, and not just for drinking water.  9 

  Because they can carefully craft studies and I’m 10 

not blaming EA at all, but it’s pretty clear that t his study 11 

is carefully crafted to, to try to pin something on  the 12 

equestrian use, and I don’t, I don’t, you know, I d on’t, 13 

they’ll be able to use your paper, I’m sure, to sup port 14 

whatever their preconceived agenda was.  But with, without 15 

that charter changing to say that they have a need to 16 

address the greater public concern, they’ll just be  a 17 

little, run roughshod over us.  Thank you.  18 

  MS. SMET:  I understand we might have one more 19 

speaker.  Is it Jane?  Okay.  It looks like we have  two 20 

more.  21 

  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].    22 

   MS. SMET:  Okay.  Come on up.  And is there 23 

anyone else that I missed besides the lady here.  S o it 24 

appears we have two more speakers.  So hang in ther e with 25 
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us.  1 

  MS. VAN MALTZAN:  Thank you.  Just one more voice  2 

in this chorus.  I’m Jane van Maltzan from Silver S pring.  3 

I’m a kayaker, I’m a retired humanities professor f rom the 4 

University of Texas in Arlington, enjoying the east ern 5 

watershed.  I have an appeal to EA for you to handl e this 6 

ethically and tell the WSSC that you cannot do a st udy which 7 

every non-scientist can see is looking at insuffici ent, 8 

insignificant and irrelevant data.  Suggesting that  kayakers 9 

who have spent $1,000 to encase themselves in a dry  suit 10 

from neck to toe, are polluting the water or picnic kers 11 

practicing trash in, trash out, or horseback riders  who are 12 

patrolling as we’ve heard all evening, preventing i llegal 13 

dumping, reporting illegal activities, suggesting t hat they 14 

are the culprits and ignoring fertilizer and lawn r unoff, 15 

polluted culverts, storm runoff, rainwater contamin ation, 16 

how clean is our rainwater falling on that reservoi r, as 17 

well as rainwater erosion, is threatening the peopl e who are 18 

actually patrolling the area.  It’s like asking if tourists 19 

in D.C. chewing gum are actually the major contribu tants to 20 

our Washington, D.C. problems.  It’s like these ter rible 21 

medical wastes we have, spending money on studies t o see if 22 

snake venom or vitamin C will prevent Parkinson’s o r 23 

Multiple Sclerosis.  We have to do some of these st udies 24 

sometimes just to prove that all the idiots out the re are 25 
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wrong.  But please be ethical enough to suggest tha t you 1 

need to do a scientific study based on real data.  Thank 2 

you.  3 

  MS. OLIVA:  Hello, I’m Pat Oliva from Trout.  4 

Basically everybody is kind of sneaking out the bac kdoor.  5 

So I’ll be real quick.  I do have a couple of thing s that 6 

I’d like to bring up that haven’t been brought up b efore.  7 

One of them is the underpass under 29.  It’s called  the 8 

Olvia (phonetic sp.) Pass.  But it borders the wate r and 9 

when you do your study, that has to stay because th at’s the 10 

only place we can cross under 29 to join the reserv oir 11 

together.  The Highway Department and Carl Hancock and Terry 12 

Ledley and I really worked to get that high enough so that 13 

it is not contaminating the water, but it is only 5 0-foot 14 

pile of rock and it does border the water.  And tha t has to 15 

be kept open for the trails to exist, if the trails  are 16 

going to stay.  17 

  And another thing I’d like to do in the study, if  18 

you all are really doing a consistently study, they  have 19 

closed all access from private farms, private homes  into the 20 

reservoir and saying that we have to go to the desi gnated 21 

parking areas.  Well, on the west side of 29, the o nly 22 

designated parking lot is on Edmore Road and it bas ically is 23 

a little circle parking lot where the school bus tu rns 24 

around.   25 



DW  91 

 

  The boaters kind of put their, their little boats , 1 

their little trailers and cars along the road, so t hey can 2 

access, but the horse, the horse, you can’t do it, you can’t 3 

kind of park a horse trailer like this along the si de of the 4 

road.  And I’d like you to see, you know, if they’r e going 5 

to close the access, how much pollution are they sa ving from 6 

the horses just walking into the path, compared to them 7 

driving their cars, pulling over and parking illega lly, 8 

they’d have to.  Because there’s no place to park o ut west 9 

of 29 that’s safe.  If you get four or five horse t railers 10 

in that parking lot, the school bus can’t turn arou nd.  I 11 

mean, it’s very simple.  So I mean, if you could co nsider 12 

that in your study, I’d appreciate it.  13 

  Also, I have one other thing.  There has been 14 

rumor that Trout and Clara said this clearly too, T rout is 15 

not against managed deer hunting.  I don’t know how  the 16 

rumor started, but we are absolutely have no opposi tion to 17 

managed deer hunting in the WSSC or any place else.   That 18 

was a misnomer that got kind of trailered in and hi t the 19 

Department of Natural Resources and got them all up set.  20 

It’s not true.  Okay.  Everything else has already been 21 

said, so I’ll shut up.  22 

  MS. SMET:  Is there anybody else that wishes to 23 

speak this evening?  We have one more?  All right.  We’re 24 

going to call it quits after this one.  25 
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  UNIDENTIFIED PERSON:  [Indiscernible].   1 

  MS. YUSTER:  I feel short.  I just wanted to run 2 

by a couple of really important issues that EA and everybody 3 

else needs to be aware of.  My name is Elizabeth Yu ster 4 

(phonetic sp.), I’m an environmental scientist.  I’ ve 5 

drafted the criteria for the Environmental Protecti on Agency 6 

for all of priority pollutants to protect aquatic l ife.  7 

I’ve been a member of said DEP, Montgomery County W ater 8 

Quality Advisory Committee.  WSSC’s study needs to consider 9 

besides several people have been talking about scie ntific 10 

data, real scientific data, not just one sided info rmation, 11 

stuff that has protocol, things that are environmen tally 12 

reproducible as a real study would be.   13 

  As far as the tributaries that EA needs to look a t 14 

the tributary, how a couple of horses walking along  is 15 

nothing compared to, well, actually, the photograph s I have 16 

are the back of these papers, one includes like a 1 936 or 17 

so, I don’t know, washing machine.  Entire tributar ies that 18 

go right into the reservoir.  I live on Vogsden (ph onetic 19 

sp.) Road, I guess that part of the Rocky Gorge Res ervoir is 20 

called the Howard T. Duckett (phonetic sp.) Reservo ir.  I’m 21 

in Montgomery County and when I look across the res ervoir 22 

that’s the Howard County line.  There was another p erson who 23 

was referring to how Howard County is, can be impac ted or 24 

implicated.  Wonderful pictures I have.  25 
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  And another thing that needs to be, there are 1 

several things.  First of all, a lot of the riparia n area 2 

which absolutely positively needs to be preserved i n the 3 

wake of any kind of construction you’re losing habi tat.  I 4 

mean there’s a big habitat loss and with that, a lo ss of 5 

biological diversity.  Nobody has done anything lik e, any 6 

kind of bio surveys.  I was part of the National Bi o Grids 7 

that happened at the National Arboretum.  The Anaco stia and 8 

I actually found all kinds of aquatic insects.  The re was 9 

another gentleman talking about trout.  And what al so should 10 

be done, there should be some kind of monitoring of  the 11 

streams for stream benthos, aquatic insects.  It’s very easy 12 

to do because they stay localized, it should be don e 13 

according to EPA rapid bio assessment protocols whi ch is 14 

what I did for the inter-county connector and the n orthern 15 

alignment which would have impacted the watershed t hat that 16 

effects the reservoir.  If you want to have trout, you need 17 

to have mayflies and certain other taxa so these in sects 18 

which are aquatic, mayflies, stoneflies, caddis fli es, 19 

dragonflies, although dragonflies are usually in le ntic 20 

systems, that means standing water as opposed to fl owing 21 

water.  They spend their larval stage in the water and when 22 

you find them then you can tell by a diversity the actual 23 

water quality and that’s very important and that wi ll also 24 

tell you whether or not you can have trout stay ali ve in 25 
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water year after year.  If you don’t have a good wa ter 1 

quality in the streams based on the insects then yo ur trout 2 

aren’t going to live.   3 

  And also I have a little bit of an issue with 4 

catch and release because trout are extremely sensi tive and 5 

maybe 50 percent of those animals that you release survive.   6 

  But the forest and wetlands and the vernal pools 7 

are very important, I have found lots of frogs, mos tly 8 

northern pit bull frogs.  They are all impacted wit h what’s 9 

called red leg disease.  Those are big ecological i ndicators 10 

there’s no salamanders although I have found one th at’s out 11 

its range.  So every time you get silt and erosion,  any kind 12 

of vernal pools, standing water areas, those are wh ere frogs 13 

lay their eggs.  That’s why the word wetland mitiga tion is 14 

not, it’s not a real thing.  But there’s lots of fo rest and 15 

wetlands down there and those need to be considered  and 16 

nobody has talked about them.  EA needs to look at that.  17 

But I have lots of photos of the tributaries.  Trib utaries 18 

being small streams that go directly into, or flow directly 19 

into the reservoir.  20 

  MS. SMET:  You’re going on six minutes, so I’m 21 

going to have to ask you to wrap up your comments.  22 

  MS. YUSTER:  Okay.  I was just going to say one o f 23 

the last things maybe is, I’ve asked many people ho w much 24 

water, how much fresh water do they think exists on  this 25 
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planet.  And most people give me an answer of about  30 1 

percent.  The actual amount is and it’s been the sa me since 2 

the cretaceous period, about 1.2 percent of all the  water on 3 

this planet is fresh, potable, water.  So that need s to be 4 

taken into consideration by WSSC and they don’t see m to have 5 

a very good hold on some really, really important w ater 6 

quality issues that will affect everybody now and i n the 7 

future and the horses are almost irrelevant when it  comes to 8 

all the other things that are impacting the reservo ir.  9 

Thank you.  10 

  MS. SMET:  All right.  That concludes our speaker s 11 

and I apologize, we’ve run over 45 minutes, but we really 12 

did want to hear from everybody who wanted to speak , which 13 

is one of the main reasons we changed locations on you, 14 

because we would have had to have been out of the l ibrary at 15 

nine.  So we sincerely appreciate everyone’s time t onight, 16 

your comments, hearing your interests, we really ap preciate 17 

it.  As a follow up, we’ve said it’s been audio rec orded so 18 

I know there will be a transcript made available.  EA is 19 

also preparing a meeting summary which will be made  20 

available on WSSC’s website and per the request thi s 21 

evening, we’ll make available the sign in sheets.  So I 22 

think that adjourns our meeting and thank you again  for your 23 

time.   24 

 (Whereupon, the hearing was concluded.)25 
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